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THE CHURCH AND SEX EDUCATION 


"..ethere are no native impulses and functions of 

man which have more influence upon the development, 
character, and happiness of the individual or on the 
spirit of progress of society than those of sex and 
reproduction; and...because of this...there is no 
more important group of problems for those who educate 
and guide youth than to determine how these powerful 
impulses can be used in the sound personal and so- 
cial and religious training which the mature must 

give to the immature if we are to make any vital 


progress." (1) 


This thesis in no way purports to solve a problen, 
nor even to present a definite working program for experi- 
mentation. The effort is: first, to bring together some 
of the ideas and activities of various organizations in the 
field of sex education; second, to discover the possible 
interrelation of the church with these organizations; and 
third, to suggest a few ways in which the church can work 
not only with other agencies, but also can supplement their 
work. 

Since sex is a highly potent factor in life, sex edu- 
cation goes on continually in life. It may be good or bad 
education. The church, as an organization desiring to in- 


crease all good and decrease all bad, is obligated to see 


(1) From the Conference of Religious Leaders on the subject 
of Sex and Social-Hygiene Education in New York City in 
March, 1923. Journal of Social Hygiene, v.9, 1925. 
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that sex education, as well as other aspects of education, . 
be developed toward the achievement of Christian living. 

There is now no question as to whether or not a child 
should have sex instruction. Respect for science demands 
that the facts of physiology be known, as well as the facts 
of geography. Psychology indicates that knowledge, rather 
than mystery and suspicion, are conducive to a healthy atti- 
tude of mind. A striking illustration of the euias of 
knowledge and reverence concerning the facts of reproduc- 
tion is contained in this story told by a lecturer. A 
boy and girl of about twelve years were swinging together. 
Not knowing they were heard and seen, the boy said, "Do you 
know where babies come from?" insinuating in his facial ex- 
pression that he could and would tell a great deal. The 
face of the little girl lightened with a happy understanding 
and reverence as she said, “Yes, my Mother told me all about 
it. Isn't it wonderful!" As the lecturer said, that child 
had a defense--a defense against all of the circulated misin- 
formation so insidious in a child's life. 

Dr. Exner has written: "...parents and teachers have 
not the choice as to whether or not children shall receive 
sex instruction. They only have the choice as to what kind 
they shall receive." (1) 

But valuable as is sex instruction itself, knowledge 
of facts is but a single phase of sex education. 

Mrs. Wembridge indicates the significance of sex energy 


and the need for its guidance in this statement; 


Wax Joseph; Froblems and Principles of Sex Edu- 
cation. A Study of 948 College Men. 1915 
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"It is generally agreed that the three mejor instincts 
| are those of Sex, Parental Love, and Self-Preservation, or 
Hgotism. Without the continuous operation of the powerful 


sex-instinct, the race would not have survived. But it is 


equally true that healthy family and social life requires 
some regulation of the sex impulse and a utilization of sur- 
plus sex energy for other purposes than its direct instinc- 
tive satisfaction. The manner in which sex energy is con- 
served and utilizea for indirect as well as direct creative 
purposes is a fair index of the cultural development of an 
individual or of a group." (1) 

And of education she says: 

"Rducation is the sum of the qualities acouired through 
individual instruction and social training. All education 
consists of habit-formation, and begins so young that in most 
cases people continue to live according to their earliest 
nurture and ideals. Successful teachers are those who cap- 
ture the admiration of their followers, and who teach them 
when their mental development is ripe for instruction. The 
fact that their teaching may be vicious in no way impairs its 
efficacy. The traditions of anti-social conduct are passed 
on by the same educational technique which operates in the 
soundest training.“ (2) 

Sex education, then, is guidance in the formation of 
habits of the sex instinct in its direct and indirect ex- 
pressions. Or, we may say with Mr. Van Buskirk, "The term 


sex education is meant to include all that kind of education 


(i)Wembridge, BHleanor Rowland: Other People's Daughters 


(Q ibid. 
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/'which would lead to a normal, wholesome attitude of mind 


toward problems of sex." (1) More in detail Dr. Thomas 


Walton Galloway defines sex education: 


"It is a deep mistake to imagine that sex is merely a 
physical or animal phenomenon. It includes high emotional, 
esthetic, social, and spiritual qualities and relationships 
no less than the physical." (2) 

The far-reach of this sex instinct into all phases of 
life is discussed by Dr. Galloway as follows: 

"This sex education of children and young people must 


be made as comprehensive, constructive, and influential upon 


| the life of the youth as the impulses of sex are powerful. 


We cannot hope to guide a powerful influence by shoddy edu- 
cation. As used here, the term education is very much more 
than knowledge. It must, of course, include the necessary 


knowledge; but it must equally include the training of all 


ee ee EE eee, 


Along with knowledge we must educate the habits, the desires, 
the emotions or motives, the tastes, the likes and dislikes, 
the prejudices, the ideals, the attitudes and the purposes 
in relation to sex. These qualities of spirit axe, or ought 
to be, a part of religious instruction, We can cultivate 
spirit just as truly as we can cultivate intelligence or 

any other human capacity or power. No character education 


which neglects sex and its impulses can be regarded as com- 


plete. If this be omitted, no amount of training in the 
(1)Van Buskirk, #.#.: The Place of Sex Ed. in Biol. and 
General Science. U.S. Pub. Health service V.D. Bulletin 


(2)Galloway,thomas Walton:The Part of the Church in Social 
Hevedtenc. Pub. No. 520. Am. So. Hy. ASS'm.,. De’ 4. 
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other duties and relations of life can take its place. We 

cannot hope by merely preaching and teaching goodness as a 

general cuelity to give to the youth understanding and 

mastery and the guidance of these specific impulses. We 
must deal directly and concretely with the subject itself, 

and in 2 manner which matches its importance." (1) 

Why bring the problem of sex education into the church? 
Some of Dr. Galloway's reasons are that sex influences the 
esthetic sense, and "moral standards of service, sacrifice, 
and social consecration" arise in home relations which have 
meeir roots in sex life. Both of these, esthetic apprecia- 
tions and moral standards, function in religion. (2) 

The minister "must help in positive sex education of 
humanity because sex is one of the chief springs of charac- 
ter. By sex education we mean the scientific and sym 
thetic use, for the guidance of our youth, of all we have 
discovered of our best human goals and of the contributions 
which sex and the motives associated with it may make to our 
success and happiness in reaching these goals. We mean 
that all we know shall be brought to our youth in such a 
way thet his native impulses, tendencies, and appetites, 
and his acquired habits, desires, ideas, satisfactions, 

Tl) Gallowsey, thomas Walton: The Part of the Church in So. Hy., 
Publication No. 520, Am. So. Hy. Ass'n. p. 6-7. 

(2) Dr. Galloway further suggests thet historically, in many 
stages of human development, religion has been related to 
sexual observances. Thereligious development of individu- 
als is dependent upon their sexual development. And the 


words "Fether" and “love", used in our vocabulary of reli- 
gion, are sex terms. 
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| standerds, ideals, attitudes, motives, and purposes shall be 
wisely nurtured from birth; that his normal sex choices and 
behavior shell edjust him to thebest social needs and shall 
equally minister to his own poise and happiness. It is not 
enough that his sex attitude should lead him unhappily to 

to such practices as will advance society, nor, on the other 
hand, with pleasure to reactions which are socially disas- 
trous. The highest function of social and moral pedagogy 
is to adjust, convincingly to the individual, these two par- 
tially conflicting goals of individual and social good. 
There is no point where the task is so difficult as in sex 
adjustments." (1) 

Mr. Van Buskirk says: "It is taken for granted that the 
best results would be obtained if the home, the school, and 
the church were to co-operate. * 

And Dr. Galloway summarizes: "Neither science slone nor 
the idealism of religion alone can possibly solve the problem."(3 

The church, then, has its responsibilities. the prob- 
lem of whet these responsibilities are can be approached by 
consideration of the contributions made to sex education by 


other organizations. 


(1) Galloway, thomas Welton: The xesponsibility of Religious 
Leaders in Sex Ea., Am. So. Hy. Ass'n. Pub. No. 335, pp.9-10. 
(2) Van Buskirk,E.!.: The Place of Sex Hd. in Biol. and General 
Sci., UeS. Pub. Health Service V.ui. Bulletin No. 41,1919,p.5. 
(5) See note 1 above, pe ld. 
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Saatroductory: 


The agencies herein discussed as contributing to sex 
education are by no means assumed to be the only ones making 
such contributions. These illustrate the possibilities, and 
perhaps suggest other orgenizations which are doing similar 


work. 


MOVING PICTURES : 

There can be little question as to whether or not the 
mov ing picture contributes to sex education. To know how 
populer a form of entertainment it is with adolescents one 
need only watch the entrance to a picture house, or question 
a score oi high school students as to how often they attend 
@& picture theater. Reasons for popularity of course are 
obvious: the moving picture is an inexpensive form of enter- 
tainment, and it is full of adventure and of love. 

Granting that the moving picture is an important factor 
in sex education, the question vital to this discussion is: 
Does the moving picture contribute helpfully, or otherwise. 

Various phases of the picture are: (1) titles (2) adver- 
tising, (2) players, (4) plot, (5) general characteristics, 
(6) the theater. 

(i) Titles. “in a single issue of a city daily the 
"movie calendar® records the following pictures as the atirac- 
tions available: The.Other Woman's Folly, Outside the Lew, 
Fascinating Youth, Lady of Leisure, The Seventh Bandit, the 
Sporting Lover, Business of Love, Two Gun Man, Eve's Leaves, 
Bachelor Brides, The Lady of the Harem, The Love Thief, the 


Dancer of Paris a Wi 
aris, Old Loves and New, Race Wild, Footloose 


ile 


~ 4 cy ot oy FT 
wad ws ee EY 
7 - ee 7. 
eer ee 3 acd et ot Ce ee 
iit oe } +4 *- 
a = a oe I - s 2 
we fF : ty 
pe Eee 2.2 2 
‘ 
ls es  — -- ~~ ik 
ant J Whe id aig a 
- - im 4 ~ # 
as Pr4deae Vis 
ol 
— A ~~ 
an10 Se His5s5 20 
a f > - t™ cs 
BA? dnd tIhy =~ s 
Awe? : rons +3 
ween So oud  e— aaks ae 
A 
> ‘ ‘ . 
; ‘Sheets 650 
r wre. TF ——ar 
=f Sa iis Ss BAe Ub sts Gy iz 
ie mt rod, 
ame iy — } => 
ee , ~~ - bis yw ss uG cae 
Fr 1<e% ; 
. = & Se el PF A 
4 4, 
a se ee ds on 1 
* 
nt < = : 
~ ~ Lol (wae Ss 
’ 3 » 
r . se i ~ 
_ = — . ea ~_ = 
= Ps i 
Five Eee “Ze 5 
- $ 4 , 
alt eee) au TE os 
ie 7 + —- + 
* =< S shad 
. 
F . ‘ 
‘ 7 Ps 
— + * a 
7 ¥ = . gee 
' " = 
sid ¢ ‘ Z 7 
aA | E 
3 % 


- , 
. Y 
ds AW 
; 
Ae 
4} af 
- | 
~ a 
a he 
, $ 
; 
aed 
a 
be 
. 
. 
cw 
1 
i> 
7 
3 be 
¥ 
- 
Fé. 


te ton 34 


(Tos oeGR 


ione3e sah 


: 34 a 
| = Ageia ie a wh . o- 7 ‘ey : ts * 
tia re be FOWS Bes Fs: PER PSE: tat’ oat a 9% TiS 2s 
~ 4 we a Oe aa r oe y 
tiugifi sasat »BNOLSHSLTS NOS 
. 7 
‘ ¢ Ys 2 . (i weawttn + a 
Aae Pare hos ee: 3330 a fdaw ~49R RNa e¢ 
roo Ser "9 r 
ToL BHLVON 
3» Botteosgs elfsti sd uso serene 
. 4 ~ teeel bee » ~ «ret e ™ . J 
33 4Sea OF “otudltzucs siysvofiq See 
ae 
, m — ue Ae , oerve * 
. JL: JASE LAF ISsvoae 0 meter a taiue@ 
. , a 
I.{ 8 OF votetine edi dotew yiao aa 
3 a nebusea Loorsa dati to 
Py £ ott oko — 
yu ° sfOSS08 2133592) $10 
of G IOV OL SAnivon anit 4¢ 
add 3 DY, LU {fit i *i Bite ev 
2 i + ‘ ! 
Sth Ess 4 f J JSS BALCisT 
Si¥ -20fsasw mid) ,. nok7enubse 
* + : ~- + en & 
= ww i wt Bs ‘ Lae i You iJ 39g 
- 
4 303 pe : J 38 oF pts | 4JOLISY 
2 ' 
¥ 4 t —- ‘ . goth ‘ i 
' Sonat s 
< o - eee 
‘ 
. he <j4 b oe +e a : UP | La ‘ 
jaar 
F ‘ fF ? {7 By “7 ¥ « Fe me oe e ms 
> oe saelonal a —~ _— ~ DLIGLSO 
. § wy, & a - 434 £ ; : {iat a 
Peas sh 42 ide Ae >. <a ae iig 
= i * 
. , Ts avf +? — a | 
SO eee we we Leek , Os See 
r 
L ,3FfOf-16 sesniaud ,taval vcr 
9% ay 20 Yel od? ,cebkat =e 


Widows, Son of a Shiek, Artist's Night Club, Silken Shackles, 
Free to Love, and So This Is Paris ("Satire on married life 
in the exotic French capital"). Among the side attractions 
listed are a Red Hot Charleston Contest, a Bathing Beauty 
Revue and a Popular Beauty Contest.” (1) 

Do the titles appeal to, or disgust, the adolescent boy 
and girl? Adults are not so far removed from their adoles-~ 
cent curiosities and interests! Probably they can easily 
imegine (if they do not actually feel) a curiosity to "see 
the show." Fortunately the title is sometimes the worst 
part of a picture. The Sporting Lover, for instance, is not 
shockingly sporting. His sportiness is little more than 
foolish daring in situetions not natural to everyday life; 
but his kisses are prolonged beyond the limits of good taste-- 
even beyond the limits of dramatic interest. And people 
in the audience may not see the picture either critically or 
sympathetically, for during one performance, at the time of 
the protracted kisses, came loud smacks from the darkness of 
the theater. One may draw his own conclusions es to what 
was the reaction of the smacking fun-maker. 

(2) Advertising has three obvious phases: the forerunners 
shown on the screen, the pictures in front of the theater, and 
the newspaper advertising. 

The flashes thrown onto the screen the week before a pic- 
ture appears are, of course, the most dramatic or the most 
"loving" scenes from the play. This system of advertising, 


(1) Christien Century, vol. XLIII, No. Sl, Aug.5, 1926. 
Fditorial: What Do the Movies bo to Our Children? 
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as well as drawing a crowd for the performence, gives to the 

audience a portion of the “education" of next weekts ine 

A young person who sees the picture of Saturday, the nineteenth, 

may see a harmless and jolly picture; and may also see enough 
of the picture for Saturday, the twentyesixth, to start a 
sequence of thot end action leading to unhappy consecuences. 

the pictures in front of the theater may likewise give 

from the play just a glimpse, but it may be a glimpse that will 
inspire longing for the kind of possession or the kind of 
beauty or the kind of experience that does not contribute to 
enduring happiness. 

Newspaper advertising, like titles, is apt to outdo the 
play. One advertisement quotes, "Fate marked her for adven- 
ture in the hearts of men! Like the passion flower, she 
bewitched them with her exotic beauty--made them forget every- 
thing else in the mad. desire to possess hers” The advertise- 
ment does not say that she walks out of the picture a woman 
who has sold her life, and whose only comfort is the forget- 
fulnessthet intoxicants can bring. Another advertisement 
for the same play says, "Lovelier than a siren--what chance 
had a mere man against the over-powering spell of her beauty!" 
Does the statement suggest any of the phases of love that are 
conceded to be worth-while? A review (1) says of the seme 
picture, "Most of this can be dismissed as perfectly ordinary. 
It is merely the tale of a siren who couldn't help attracting 
men, with an appended list of the fatalities. 


(1) The Educational Screen, Feb. 1927. p. 66. 
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Advertising material for another production states: 


“Aas...the desired of men, she is voluptuous, a dream woman 


that stirs their blood--and the situations give her emotional 


moments that stamp her es an actress of the very first rank." 


Beside the statement is a picture of the actress, and her 


name. This brings us to another consideration, the players. 


(5; The Players, In the advertising mentioned above, 
there is suggested a close association between the player 
and the part played. the reality of the player is emphasized 
in the moving picture magazines. Her beeuty is praised. 
Her photographs leave no doubt as to her charm. High school 
girls are interested in her; they admire her; and with her 
they associate--not what she is, as a woman; but what she 
does on the screen. Is there any liklihood that the heroine- 
worship tendency in them may prompt them to copy the screen 
deeds of their star? Drama can be so real that an adolescent 
girl does not see it as drama, but as life. All too fre- 
quently, perhaps, it is a portrayal of life--but not necessari- 
ly of the life that the girl leads, or ought to lead. Life 
of one strate of society may have prompted the film, but the 
film in turn may somewhat determine the life of a child in a 
strata quite different. And so runs a spirel--life deter- 
mining a picture, a picture determining life, and that life 
another picture. One may safely generalize to this extent: 
with high moral standards at the top, the spiral is not pro- 
gressing upward. 

(4) The Plot. One might detail the plot of one or two 


moving pictures ana attempt to analyze the possible reactions 


~ 


on the part of observers. But it is hardly worth while to 
go into the details of any single plot. The mechanical de=- 
tails of the scheme of the play mean litile to the public 
who goes to the show to be entertained. "How did the artist 
do it?" is not their question. We may say there is a love 
element and an adventure element and suSpense, and so summar- 

ize. The adolescent does not study play construction, pro- 
bably, but merely sees what is on the screen. -+SoO we pass 
to the general characteristics of the play. 


(5) General Characteristics. First, there is almost 


inveriably en element of love. sometimes this is expressed 
in such a manner as to suggest reverence and idealism in the 
jove portrayed. sometimes the manner suggests carelessness, 
indiscrimination, and heavy passion. Hrom the standpoint 

of art, these Pot aued qualities may be legitimate; if art 
is realistic it may aumit ana use the undesirable as weil as 
the desirable. But from the standpoint of education, light- 
ness in love, ana passionate expressions of love, are scarcely 
to be recommended as examples for the boy or girl who knows 
little about his or her capacity for sex expression, and 
much less about controlling such expression. 

This, let us understand, is not a claim that boys and 
Zirls make love because they see it done in the movies. In- 
evitably they would make love, anyway. But how they do it 
may be influenced by what they see in the movies. The diffi- 
culty is that the style and method therein idealized may be 
beyond their financial means and may be too much for their 


spiritual and physical resources. 


2 
* 
-_ 
- 
wn 


Ne 


we 


ve 


. * 
Lent 
ante 
pe 
= 
Se 
3 


we 
a 
au 
wd ae 
uw 
- 
“ 
‘ 
-4 
a< 
ae 
; 
e 
vee 
a. ed 


at: td 
~f LPs 
<0 ee ee 
' > 
net ce 
. 
in’ ~~ 
f 
vs 
ne ES es 
© 
; as 
. 
= dhe 
bd v 
oat 
o hed 
~ “a = 
<se%e 
tal — 
: 
4 & 


oe opr 
- . 


» 
vt es 
“ 
i wn 
-" — 
fated 


Rid 12 
The adventure element comes out in the daring-and clever- 
“ness of the hero or heroine. One can hold no objections, 
an general, to examples of bravery and guick-wittedness. But 
‘the trouble with the moving picture bravery is that it is apt 
/to be induced by an artificial situation. In this respect 
Phe plot need not adhere scrupulously close to life situations. 
‘The sort of bravery that is demanded for the every-day living 
of boys and girls is not the kind that makes a good picture. 
Bic mad dash in an automobile, the dare-devil airplane flight, 
the outwitting of a social or political villain--all these 
-are true to life to the extent that they may and do happen, 
but they are not practically true to the probabilities of life. 
They create en excitement in the observer, as they are intended 
to do. What happens to the excitement that is stimulated in 
the adolescent? Is this artificial excitement a wholesome 
Vicarious satisfaction, or does it fail to satisfy, and so 
demand a real expression? 

There is always beauty in a play. Sometimes, all too 
seldom, there is beauty of mountain and river and road. Some~- 
times, all too often, there is beauty of expensive furnish- 
ings, and costly clothes. The beauty of clothes may educate 
the taste of the girl toward neatness or artistry of line. 

But again it may educate her to silks and furs beyond her 
honest means. 

There is always beauty of women--at least always beauty 
of body. Usually there is one woman in whom is also beauty 
of character, although it may be a rather insipid beauty. 


But the woman ugly in character is likely to be just as beau- 
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tiful ana charming in her grace as is the thoroughly lovely 
one. Of course the villainous woman is always made to sifier. 
But the high-school mind may not always follow that far. Sup- 
pose, for instance, a bewitching woman winning men with her 
successful wiles. During her vamping-processes there is 
inevitably a picture made in the mind of the observer, a 
notation made of methods. So easily there may be an attemp- 
ted reproduction, conscious or unconscious, of the lips, the 
eyes, the hands. The probably immediate success is the 
reality to the girl--not the probable ultimate failure. 

Exner cites cases of young men's responses to suggestion, 
and the undesirable consequences. When one puts Exner's few 
cases besude the insistent suggestion of the poses and acti- 
vities of the ordinary moving picture, one wonders whether 
the moving picture is building up man's resistance, or whether 
the stimulation of the picture is only a further reassurance 
to young men for the need of irregular sex expression. As 
Dr. Exner says, the most pressing problem of the average col- 
lege student is the hygiene of the imagination. (1) 

Often there is, in the movie, domestic unhappiness, and 
apparent justification for divorce. Again, art may be ex- 
onerated on the claim of being realistic. But the trouble 
with this realism in the moving picture is that it can be 
only partially real. In a divorce situation, for instance, 
the divorce is justified, and is so justified by one or two 
incidents. Never in the span of one play can the whole 


situation be shown, with its background and its consequences. 
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‘Small wonder, then, if the movie-secing mind does not develop 
powers of thorough analysis, but learns to jump at half-con- 
siderea conclusions, One quarrels with an undesirable wife 
or husband; one gets a divorce, It is simple--it is merely 
Gone--on the screen; and that is that. Then one falls in 
love with a more desirable man or woman, and dramatic possi- 
bilities progress. On the screen it is all so simple-- 
unhappiness, a break (rather than an effort at recovery) and 
fun and happiness following the break. 

The opportunities of the moving picture to educate are 
legion, owing to the popularity of their prices and appeal. 
The appeal is not all because of the uncommon adventure, elabor-— 
ate costuming, and passionate lovemaking. These could be 
eliminated, and the picture still appeal because of its avail- 

ability as a means of entertainmnet, its easy visual appeal, 
ts dramatic situations, its activity. The artistic quali- 
ties and those qualities which appeal to the higher normal 
interests could be used to ends considered desirable in the 
light of moral education standards. In some plays this is 
done; probably not in the majority. 

"If Johnnie and Susie go to the theatre with father and 
mother, or without them, at least once a week,their chances 
of escaping mind-contamination would not appear to be very 
good. If youthful crize is increasing, if young people be- 
tray a premature sophistication and an undue concern for 
luxury, leisure and excitement, and if dangerous streaks of 
eroticism are to be discerned in the mores of adolescents, 


perhaps we had better look to the movies for the explana- 


tion............Certainly the movie is one of those pieces 
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lof mechanism with which modern civilization abounds which 
has not yet been disciplined to serve the interests of char- 


acter and culture." (1) 


POPULAR LITERATURE 
The themes of the magazine stories do not differ greatly 
ifrom the moving picture themes, neither do they differ widely 
among themselves. Sex love is the first and foremost theme, 
of course, and also the one with which we are here most con- 


cerned. The differences between stories in different types 


of magazines is in treatment and emphasis rather than in theme. 
There is, in the magazine as in the moving picture, a 

tremendous opportunity to foster ideals and to heighten stand- 

ards. Many magazines avail themselves of the opportunity. 

In stories in such magazines love is a beautiful part of the 

normal course of life; and the decencies of both life and 

love are emphasized. This type of magazine is unpopular 

with some sets of young people, and is read scarcely at all 

by men. It is likely to be regarded as milky or preachy 

by those for whom conventional standards are things of the 

past. 


The magazine which claims for itself "The Greatest News- 


stand Sale in the World" is one of the now-popular true-story 
type. It boasts a distribution (Feb., 1926) of 2,400,000 
copies, On the market are many others of the same type. 

As has been mentioned, the difference between this type 
of magazine and others is not so much in theme as in treatment. 


(1) Christian Century, Vol. XLIII, No. 31, Aug.5, 1926. 
Fditorial: What vo the Movies Do to Our Children? 
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To begin at the beginning, the cover picture is often 
of a young woman, supposedly beautiful, and scantily clad. 
Of course there has always been a strained difference between 
the ideals of art and the ideals of convention in regarc to 
clothing. The artistic is not always conventional, nor is 
the conventional always artistic. But the long-standing 
justifications of art for art's sake, or beauty as its own 
excuse for being, scarcely apply to the covers of best-selling 


magazines. That they are not artistic will be readily granted 


by those who know art. And unless the country boasts a great- 
| er number of artistic people than is supposed, the magazines 
are not purchased by art lovers only. 

The table of contents advertised for one popular magazine 
is as follows: I Married for Money, and Now--; The Secret 
Shadow; He Cannot Forget This Secret; I Hated My Husband Until--; 
The Cast-Off Wife; Was I Too Hasty?; Things Wives Tell; An 
Amazing Trick of Fate; Her Startling Excuse; Fools' Gold; I 
Tried to Get Even; Almost Married; More Foolish than Guilty; 

In Search of Love; My Punishmmt; Don't Ever Tell My Daughter!; 
Love is All ‘that Counts and Yet--. 

The stories loudly proclaim a moral--all too loudly for 
either practical or artistic purposes, The villain is pun- 
ished, other villains reform, the good and virtuous are saved 
for years of happiness. Critically one does not deny the 
inevitability of such outcomes in life, but the eventual out- 
comes in lifé are not so swiftly retaliatory. These stories 


"purport to idealize love. In them is nothing on which the 
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objector can place his finger and say "Tnis is wrong." 

They even use scripture texts! But the unhealthiness ot them 
is in the emphasis upon indulgence, selfishnesse, carelessness. 
The wrong-doer is punished, yes; but the memory that lingers 
is of the wrong; anc the attraction of the stories is in their 
morbidity ana their long-dwelling upon conduct best not dwelt 
upon at all. | 

They are unhealthily introspective, self-pitying, melo- 
dran atic. The heroine contemplates suicide instead of try- 
ing to find a healthy way out of her difficulties. The hero 
arrives in the nick of time and so alleviates the consequences 
of sin. 

Even the style of these stories cries loudly of their 
quality. Perhaps it is guibbling to notice grammatical 
errors. Many a word powerful for good is ungrammatically 
sopken. But here the little flaws suggest a general lax- 
ness of thought. 

A magazine of higher literary and artistic merit than 
those discussed is one which specializes in publishing sec- 
tions censored out of writings now considerec more orless 
ee “lLiterature". If this keeps in the hands of literary 
critics its effect may not be widely detrimental. A subtlety 
of wit and an artistry of style may protect it from the mass 
of readers--or may protect them from it. but that seens 
hardly probable, so great is the appeal of vulgar outspokenness 
after a long and prudish silence, unbroken by scientific and 


idealistic treatment. 
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Still other magazines are quite frank in admitting their 
purpose to say what is best unsaid. They do not flaunt a 
flag of morality and so sail under false colors. Becaus 
of this their circulation may keep within a smaller limit; 
but also because of their honest freedom from virtue they 
Can reach a multitude of minds to which the half-concealed 
has no charm. 

"Mr. Frank Kent took a venturesome journey last summer 
into a hitherto terra incognita--the 5000-inhabitant towns 
between the Baltimore Sun office and san Francisco....-.Here 
is his testimony: 'Between the magazines and the movies a lot 
of these little towns seem literally saturated with sex..'.# 

"well, what is to be done about our new literature? 

It is Mr. Kent's belief that, if its spread is not checked, 

it will be possible in another year or so to say of the United 
States one of the worst things that can be said about any na- 
tion--‘that its people are steeped in dirty literature.'"(1) 

Though not so popular as magazine literature, a more 
artistic type of literature must be mentioned--the dramas, 
novels, and short stories which are admired by the educa- 
ted for their artistic merit,--admired first, then idealized, 
perhaps, or taken for-granted as to content as well as forn-- 
then possibly emulated. Because the literary artist wishes 
to portray life as it is, he makes the striking feature of 
his literary effort a sex difficulty. The young person 
reads it, thinks "This is life" and proceeds to live. 

Of the place of magazine advertising in sex education, 


and incidentally of bill-board advertising, little need be 
1)Atlantic Monthly, Mch.1926.Villard, Oswald Garrison: Sex 
Art, Truth, and y | 


agazines,. 
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said. its boldness and frank suggestions makes its contri- 
‘ution obvious. We must grant tnat many advertisements 
associate femininity (occasionally masculinity) with beauty 

and refinement. But one questions: Is the beseuty-and-refinement 
emphasis placed upon the object advertised or upon the ideal 
feminine character?--Or merely upon an ideal of feminine phy- 
Sicel beauty? 

Beside the type of advertising in which there is an 
attempt at the artistic, there are the innumerable advertise-~ 
‘ments in both good and bad magazines, in which the chief 
appeal is either directly or indirectly to sex interests. 
‘Some are actually pernicious; others, it is hoped, are not. 
‘All manner of advertisements are accessible, in all manner 
of magazines, anc one need not look. far to fine bases for 

Opinion regarcing their worth. The only hope concerning 
some forms of advertising is that they are either so ebsurd 
Or so commonplace that they go unnoticed, or et least are not 
taken seriously. 

The comic sections of the daily and Sunday papers, while 
often apparently innocent in their fun and harmless in their 
effect, are usually cheap in their dealings with sex love. 
Some "funnies" of long-standing portray domestic unhappiness 
week after week, as if it were a joke. It may be that fun- 
nies are usually too absurd to be taken at all seriously, and 
so are harmless. But for years a large proportion of the 
American public has been emused at deceit, trickery, irri- 
Bability. Whether there is any connection between subtle 
suggestion end divorce court activities remains for psycholo- 


Bists to determine. 


On the other hand must be granted the possibility of 
ridicule as a means of discouraging the undesirable personel 
eelities gaudily proclaimed in the comic strip. 

Besides the family-cquarrel funnies there are fawee in 
which younger people engage in deceit, disobedience, and light 
loving for amusement. In these there is not even the possible 
healthy virtue of ridiculing the undesirable situation; one 
G€maracter at least is likely to be a cute girl or a dashing 
youth whose adventures are followed by sympathetic young readers. 

The following newspaper article gives the opinion of a 
well-known leader in education: 

"When the irate wife of the comic supplement breaks a 
vase over her husband's head, is the situation funny? 

"Professor C. BE. Rugh of the education department of 
the University of California answers an emphatic "No." 
Ming exception to the statement made by Dr. Garry Cc. Myers, 
e lecturer in child psychology who claims the comics are 
“universal play" and as such are a valuable factor in child 
education, he says: 

"ttn current social confusion we seem to have lost any 
desire to develop standards or criteria for discrimination: 
‘eur comic supplements and our motion picture comedies are 
Simply examples of this. the worst aspect of the tradi- 
tional comic attitude is its wrong view of sex and social 
relations. Fortunately, life is-not nearly as vulgar as 
it is pictured; and this willingness to be amused by the 
discomfpture and mistakes of others is humor of a very bad 


port. ' 
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"One of the biggest problems facing educators today, 
according to Professor Rugh, is the necessity of developing 
standards of humor emong young people. This might well be 
done by a study of funny papers and slapstick comedy, with a 
view to keeping the humorous elements and eliminating the 
mistaken humor, he says. 

"t It is the interesting capacity of an individual to 
draw the line between wit and humor, and to differentiate 
a type of humor which is a release from the world and one 
which profanes things of real value, which mekes him a person 
with a sense of humor or one with a warped perspective, ! 
Professor Rugh concludes." (1) 

As exaggerated as the funnies, but without the saving 
elements of fun and ridicule, are the newspaper accounts of 
scandal and crime in which, directly or indirectly, unsocial 
and unwise acts become glorified. While the theory is that 
only editorials are intended to influence opinion, and news 
to give facts, it is safe to say that news influences opinion 
more than editorials. And the flavor added to the facts, 
or the color with which they are touched up, are elements 
to be carefully studied and controlled by those who would. 
have children grow up with the ability to “think straight“ 
on personal relationships, and on social, political, and 
economic situations. 

On the other side of the newspaper question, some 
papers attempt to make a helpful contribution to the solu- 
tion of sex problems, by maintaining a department in which a 


motherly, or big-sisterly person receives letters from young 


(1) News item in Berkeley Daily Gazette 
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ipeople vexed with questions of conduct, and answers these 
Wetters either personally or in the columns of the Wenee 
Where the person in charge of such a department is wide, it 
tS) probably a peteral undertaking. Perhaps not only those 
who write are helped in their thinking and acting, but also 
those who read the columns and have, though they do not men- 
tion it, similar problems of their own. The danger of such 
columns lies in their becoming Lyipt hapa or in their 
exciting interest in conduct-experiments which might not 


| occur to some children if they did not read the columns. 


POPULAR MUSIC AND SONGS 


As with many cheap magazine stories, so with many cheap 
songs--it is difficult to put one's finger down anc say, MHere, 

Pais is bad; it must not be circulated." On the other hand, 
some modern populer songs contain a phrese here and there 

that leaves little doubt as to its intention. This is an age 
of thonesty! about sex; but in no other phase of education 
does honesty need to mean a carelessness with, nor a degrading 
@r, the subject. Rather than indicate particular songs and 
music as examples of undesirable words or rhythm, the writer 
proposes this: Let any reader who is conscious of his own 
reactions listen to popular jazz or to a few popular songs, 
with his tastes and trained controls released, and see what 

happens. Tt is then possible to estimate what happens to 

the boy and girl who have no tastes and trained controls, 

or who have them chronieally relaxed. --Though perhaps the 

boy and girl become blase, thru satiation, to much that is 


significant to the adult. 
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Opinions differ as to the function of tune in impressing 

| words upon the consciousness. A tune makes the accompany- 
ing words easier to remember, and words make a tune easier 
to remember, so that the combinetion of bad words and music 
is doubly dangerous. However, it is sometimes claim¢s that 
altho words are hummed or sung, they are not thought, in con- 
nection with a tune--that they are only incidental to it. 
This may be true after a song is worn-out, but surely when it 
first appears its words are read with rork ome Et -28oce. 
consoling thought to critical adults that young people sing 
their songs and “think nothing of them." But it is difficult 
for adults to believe that young people can hear their music 


and neither feel nor act in response to it. 


CAMP FIRE GIRLS 

The extent of the sex eepeee ee dene by the Camp Fire 
Miris is difficult to determine. In literature from the 
national headquarters there seems to be but little definite 
provision. The following recuirement, for example, is vague, 
and only suggests that in the absence of proper instruction 
at home the girl be given such instruction thru her Camp 
Fire Leader. 

"The girl should know the care of the eyes'?.. (other health 
knowledge)...."She should know those intimate things which 
careful mothers tell their daughters sbout the personal life 
of women. She should also know the simple rules of etiquette..." 

Sex hygiene intelligence should be co-developed with all 


other hygiene intelligence. But to place its importance be- 


Ti) Book of the Camp Fire Girls, p. 43. 
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side that of etiquette and of knowledge of table service 
seems to be an undervaluation, However, the pose and digni- 
ty coming from a knowledge of etiquette by no means fails to 
contribute to stability in sex life. 
This lest statement suggests a conclusion as to what, 
in general, Camp Fire is doing. While it does not directly 
emphasize sex instruction, ell that it does emphasize contri- 
putes to sex stability and intelligence. Work, xealth, and 
Love are the key words. Devotion to work consumes the lei- 
sure time so deadly to mental health. Glorification of werk 
sets aAgels for which to labor. Striving for general health 
is one of the surest roads to sex health. "Camp Fire girls 
consider health a sacred thing" (1); end "nealthy girls have 
healthy minds." (2) And the idealizaticn of love, as girls 
are ready to comprehend it, is a protection against the abuse 
of love's expressions. 
As the Book of the Camp Fire Girls states: "he Camp 
Fire program is habit building, and wholesome habit building 
is character building. * (3) 
The Law of the Camp Fire is to: 
Seek Beauty 
Give Service 
Pursue Knowledge 
Be Trustworthy 
Hold on to Health 
Glorify Work 
Be Happy. 


(ZT) Book of the Camp Fire Girls, i+ AiG 
(2) Pam: Is Your vaughter a Camp Fire Girl? 


(3) Book 6 the Camp Fire Girls, p.9. 
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This Law obviously places amphasis upon interests and charac- 


teristics which lead away from all unhealthy sex activities, 


mental or physical. 


A @mphiet, Is Your Daughter a Camp Fire Girl?, quotes a 
father as saying, "it does me good to see that my girl has 
learned that girls can have A good times with girls.” Of 
course this helps to satisfy the demands for companionship at 
a time when girls mey be unwise in their selection of friends 
from among boys. It also makes a girl a better friend to 
boys when she does have friends among them. A girl who is 
a good friend of girls in all healthful and happy ways is 
more likely to be a really and permanently good friend 
to boys than one in whom other girls find no reassurance and 
OY. 

The pamphlet above quoted contains a group of stories 
of three girls who were freed from undesirable characteristics 
in their Camp Fire contacts. These do not purport to be 
illustrations of the development of sex controls. But the 
girl who is self-conscious, disagreeable, or blundering, is 
at a disadvantage sexually. She may be unattractive to boys, 
drifting, in her loneliness, into unhealthy brooding, or she 
may seek undesirable companions. On the other hand, the 
girl with poise, with self-controlled energy, is blessed with 
a healthful group of friends. 

whe difficulty in determining the sex education in Camp 
Fire, aside from the general possibilities mentioned, is 
that there is endless opportunity for guarcaians to instruct, 
advise, and to guide. What is done locally in this respect 


ca ou mi 1 sie ete! us 
m not be determined. It is possible that an dder women, 
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though she do absolutely nothing direct toward sex instruction 
may, if she is wise, stabilize the sex life of the girls with 
whom she comes in contact. This is one of the chief hopes 
for the success of Camp Fire in sex education helpfulness-- 
that the women who are guardians will be wise and discreet 

and kind, and generous with their best thought and intelli- 


gence, and aware of their opportunity and responsibility. 


BOY SCOUTS . 

Communication with the national Boy scout headquarters 
does not bring anything very definite about the work in sex 
education, other than the statement that “the only publication 
issued by the BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA dealing with sex educa- 
tion of parents ma children is the small book entitled ‘Rover- 
ing to Success,' by Sir Robert Baden-Powell." 

Apparently the Boy Scout organization has no definite 
sex ecucation program, but here, as in the case of the Gamp 
Fire Girls, no one knows how much helvful education and con- 
structive suggestion is being done by the leaders of boys 
groups--leaders who understand boys! problems and answer 
their questions intelligently and sympathetically. Like the 
Camp Fire Girls, it is an organization in which the leaders 
have great opportunities. 

Boy Scouts, also, is an organization which helps to make 
use of leisure tive, and which encourages abundant out-of-doors 
activity, both of which are among the chief means to wholesome 


sex life. 
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THE YOUNG WOMEN 'S CHRISTIAN AS®OCIATION 


An inguiry as to what the Young Women's Christian Asso- 
G@iation is doing in the field of sex education brought a 
fruitful letter from which the following encouraging state- 
ments are quoted: 

"Te Association has always had a physician or physi- 
cians on its staff, (though there is a vacancy at the present 
moment). These have been part of our program of Health Edu- 
cation. This education did not make a particular focus on 
Sex Education, though it majored on the larger subject of 
health. At our National Convention of 1913 held in Richmond, 
Virginia, there was appointed a Commission on Social Mord ity. 
In that Convention, Dr. Richard Cabot of Boston gave a series 
of addresses celled “The Consecration of the Affections," 
These are published by The Womans Press. Under this Com- 
mission on Social Morality, a number of women physicians were 
engaged to do lecturing in the colleges and in local Asso- 
ciations as engagements could be scheduled for them. They 
did a superb piece of work. Among them were Dr. Mabel Ul- 
rick, Dr. Mary Noble, vr. Clelia Moshier, and others. Sev- 
eral of Dr. Moshier's books are published by The Womans Press. 

“During the war, under our War Work Council, an outstand- 
ing piece of work was done through the International Conference 
of Women Physicians called together under the auspices of the 
Young Women's Christian As: ociation,..... 

tat the present time we have a Commission on Family Lifes...” 


Much of the work of the Commission on Family Life is 


upon problems counected directly or indirectly with sex 
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education. Wherever the Commission succeeds in arousing 


interest in the family and in parents’ responsibility to 
Gbildren, it 4s also arousing interest in sex education, in 
its broader sense and in its more practical implications. 

The letter quoted above does not say anything about the 
work done by individual workers and local secretaries. It 
must be true that in many communities a wholesome influence 
upon the girl results from her contact with the type, of woman 
mao is a Y. W. C. A. worker. It is to such women that some 
girls feel they can come with their questions which arise 
directly or indirectly out of sex problems. It is such 
women who are devoting their lives to sex education in the 
broader sense--not to giving instruction in sex physiology, 
perhaps--but to establishing ideals, spiritualizing all of 
life, and providing social, recreational, and athletic ac- 
tivities which conduce to healthy sex life. 

Besides such books as Dr. Mosher's Woman's Physical 
Freedom, the Womans Press has published books which, while 
not purporting to be for the purpose of sex instruction; 
nevertheless are educative toward finer sex life. Such a 
pook aS Ceremonies a@ Common things glorifies Life's little 
duties and pleasures; Christ in the Poetry of Today increases 
spiritual appreciations; Life and I and Potters and Pipers” 
help to solve a girl's problems, including her sex problems 
(e.g. chs. on Boys and Girls, Life and I, p. 56-58; and 
Of Men anc Women, Potters and Pipers, pp.37-40. ) Saints 
and Ladies increases respect for womanhood and pride in the 


strength and reliability of feminine powers. 


7" 


- 

Wo one, not even the Association itself, knows in how many 
cases it has protected girls from undesirable sex education 
merely by providing a place to which they can come in a strange 


town, persons to whom they can go for advice, and decent so- 


Cial contacts. 


THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 

The only definite information obtained concerning the 
work of the Young Men's Christian Association in sex educa- 
mon is a list of Association publications. This includes, 
fe its classified list, eleven books under the heading Sex 
Education ond Hygiene. Of those books, the ones which have 
been examined by the writer are included in the bibliography 
@f this paper. ; 

This list bearing specifically upon the subject of sex 
education by no means represents all of the helpful effort 
made by the As: ociation in its publications, for every book 
that occupies the mind with healthy ideas and stimulates to 
High ideals is also a contribution to wholesome sex life. 

As with otner national organizations, it is impossible 
to estimate what the Y. M. C. A. is doing locally toward sex 
education. Wherever an intelligent man, devoted to the ideal 
of splendid manhood, comes in contact with boys and young men 
in their sports and in their reading and occupations and per- 
sonal problems, there sex education in some degree takes place. 
The value of it and the extent of it depends upon the wisdom 
of the man. It is assumed that such helpful contacts are 


made thru the work of the Association. 
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THE AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASSOCIATION 


AND OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES 


The American Social Hygiene Association is an organiza- 
tion the express purpose of which is to dispense information 
and to support activities conducive to 2 more healthy aoe 
life throughout the nation. The following is quoted from 
one of its Bulletins: "A membership, non-profiting corpora- 
tion with no capital stock, dependent entirely on voluntary 
subscriptions for funds, which stands for the conservetion 
Sf the family as a social unit." 

| Its publication, the Journal of Social Hygiene, published 
monthly (except July, August, and September) is the leading 
source of information in the field of social hygiene. Mem- 
bers receive the publication, and such pemphiets as they de- 
Sire, without charge. For non-members there is a sub- 
scription price for the magazine, and other publications are 
priced according to cost of printing and shipping. The 
Journal has a circulation of 4,200. The type of its con- 
tents is indicated by the following titles chosen from 1926 
issues: Homemakers of To-morrow; Sex Experiences of Boyhood; 
Problems of Delinguency Among Girls; The Public and Sociel 
Hygiene: Confessions of a Typical Lay Bystander: Causes 
Underlying Sex Delinquency in Young Girls; Rarly Marriage 
and Happiness. The table of Contents of the January, 1927, 
number is: The Working of County Dance Hall Ordnances in 
Wisconsin; How Follow-up Aids in Maintaining and Fffective 


Syphilis Clinic; Social snygiene ana Public Health; The 
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BEugenist on Early Marriage; Editorial; Social Hygiene Bulle- 
tin (containing Social Hygiene and Notes, Association Notes, 
Book Keviews, and Social-Hygiene Bibliography. }) 

"Any man or woman who believes that the principles of 
social hygiene should be advanced in every way consistent 
both with established procedure and with new methods which 
give assurance of promoting sound social health, is eligible 
to apply for membership." 

The Association "co-operates with gévernmentauend volun- 
tary organizations all over the world.’ State ana local 
organizations aid in getting closer touch with small groups 
and individuals. The organization is interested in elimi- 
mation of venereal disease, idealization of home life and 
parenthood, sex instruction for children and adults, clean 
amusements, anc other phases of social relationships which 
contribute to a better society. 

Departments are as follows: Public Information, Educa- 
tional Measures, Protective Measures, Legal Measures, Medi- 
cal Measures, Library, and Publications. 

In regard to the vepartment of Legal Measures: "This 
department furnishes expert opinion on the forms of laws re- 
lating to social hygiene and the best methods of administra- 
tion for their enforcement. It will make an impartial sur- 
vey of a community with particular relation to prostitution 
conditions. The department will assist individuals or groups 
to secure the passage of better laws and to bring about bet- 
ter lew enforcement. It will endeavor to prove to the of- 


ficials of any community that adequate law enforcement will 
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reduce prostitution and the resulting venereal diseases." (1) 
Some of the publications recommended by the Association 
are listed in the bibliography of this paper (see esp. p. 85). 
The Association publishes an extensive Summary of the 
fore Important Achievements of 1926, including more than 
forty activities--public information, educational, legal, 
rotective, medical foreign. Two of the educational ac- 
tivities of special interest here are: 
"Preparation and distribution of tentative aut linea tor 
series of lectures to freshmen, sophomores, juniors and 
seniors here been sent to 200 universities and colleges which 
have appointed social hygiene committees to cooperate with 
the Association." 

"Outlines of material have been prepared for integra- 
tion in the subjects of biology, psychology, sociology, 


education, physiology and hygiene, physical education, do- 


mestic science, and literature. These outlines have been 
built up with the aid of the college committees and each sec- 
l'tion has been sent for critical study to approximately 100 
iselected educators in that field." 


The Association circulates motion pictures, slides, 


and exhibits, but these are of greatest value only when handled 
‘by a teacher or lecturer adequately prepared to present them 
to an audience or group of students. The leader's chief 
responsibility is to see that the right mental attitude and 
the desired respect is maintained, end to answer questions 
where misunderstandings might arise. 

Other agencies dealing with social hygiene are the United 
States Public nealth Service, and state and local social 


)) List of Publications of the Am. go. Hy. Ass'n. ete. p. 3s 
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hygiene societies. The United States Public Health Service 
publishes a tatalogue of Educational Material. AS in the 
case of the American Sccial Hygiene Associtaion, complete 
lists of publications will be sent on reguest, and from the 
Public Health Service many of the publications may be had 


free upon request. 


SEX EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOLS 

The sex consciousness of the high school student is 
suggested by the remarks of the freshman girl who came home, 
during the first week of school, with exclametions something 
like these: "Oh, Mother, the algebra class is keen! i sure 
do like that class....Mother, there are sixteen boys in al- 
gebra, and only five girls....iiother, one of the boys kept 
throwing paper at me during the whole class today.® 

How well the boy or girl can meet the situations arising 
out of the netural sex consciousness depends primarily on the 
sex education, in the inclusive sense of the term, that he or 
she has received up to the time of the high school years. 

But since so mmy come to high school untrained, some help 
may come from sex education during the hign school years. 
What has been done in the schools is indicated in the fol- 
lowing information: 

Of 12,025 high schools sent a questionaire regarding sex 
instruction, 6,488 replied. Of those replying, 1,655 re- 
ported giving emergency sex education, that is, "through 
lectures, occasional talks, sex hygiene exhibits, pamphlets, 
etc."; 1,005 gave integrated sex instruction "incidentally 
in the subjects of the regular curriculum"; 5,650 gave no 


sex education. If the reports are representative, two-fifths 
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of the schools questioned are attempting sex education; if 
most of the schools not replying sare making no arreeee one-= 
fifth of the high schools are undertaking such instruction. 
‘Principals seem to be generally agreed as to the need; and 
more than three-fourths of those replying "state that the 
work has fully met their expectations." The integrated 
instruction comes largely in the first two years, because the 
‘courses to which sex instruction is incidental (biology, 
botany, zoology, general science) are freshman or sophomore 
subjects. But other tabulations show that only $2.5 ver 
cent of the schools offering biological sciences report 
using them for sex education; 16 per cent of those offering 
physiology and hygiene, and 5 per cent of those offering 
home-making give sex instruction through them. ‘apparently 
a large majority of the teachers of these subjects Tai <te 
realize that these subjects can include this instruction, 

or they consciously exclude or avoid it." 

This last statement is a sad indictment ageinst our 

high school teachers. Integration of sex: instruction 

with other courses is in many ways the most desirable method 
of teeching it. Such a method makes sex a part of other 
aspects of life, not giving it an unhealthy over-emphasis. 
Such a method co-ordinates sex idealism and sex-right-living 
With all right-living. It puts sex instruction in en in- 
cidental position where the pupil's self-consciousness will 
not interfere greatly with his assimilation of facts. The 
difficulty with "emergency sex education " (described above) 


is that it emphasizes sex as a special subject; and temporary 
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separation of boys and girls for such instruction increas 


self-consciousness. 

Quoting further from the Bulletin used as a source for 
the foregoing information: "To give sex instruction reguires 
mental maturity, a personality that is always respected, poise, 
Sanity, sympathy with adolescent boys and girls, an accurate 
knowledge of the facts and ability to present them imperson- 
ally, unimpeachable charecter, and great tact." (1) Many 
ef these requirements apply to the teaching of any subject, 
but the lack of them does not involve such possibilities of 
unfortunate consequence in any subject as in sex education. 
And the "accurate knowledge of facts" is a knowledge not 
possessed by many teachers, though there is an encouraging 
increase in opportunity to secure the facts in college and 
university training. 

The following Conclusions are from the Bulletin entitled 
The Status of Sex Education in High Schools: 

"71. From the number of attempts in the field of sex 
education, experimental in character because of the absence 
of standerd content or methods, and from the expressed atti- 
tude of high-school principals, there appears a rather wide-_ 
spread belief that sex education is needed. 

2, Among the various States there is no uniformity in 
the ratio of schools giving sex education to those not giving 
oe 

3. The West has apparently progressed somewhat further 
in developing sex education than have other sections of the 


country. 


(1) Edson,NewellW.: The Status of Sex Ed. in Hie 
V.D.B, No.69,U.S. Pub. Health Service, 1921. eA nooLs, 
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4, Not all school subjects are equally adapted to serve 
as media for sex facts. There are, however, gone peeces 
of sex education which can be handled normally as part of 
@ particular subject or of several subjects. Moreover, a 
wide variety of subjects may serve for presenting at least 
one phase of sex education. 

5. The biological sciences, because of their frequent 
déaling with sex and reproduction in ES and animels, fur- 
nish the readiest vehicles for sex education. On the other 
hand, sociology, physiology and hygiene (which in its fact 
content is mainly giological), and physical education are 
possible avenues of approach, though few teachers are taking 
advantage of these opportunities. 

6. Sex instruction is probably given early in the high- 
school course because the subjects including it happen to be 
taught then, rather than because of a conscious plan to give 
such instruction when it is most needed, in early adolescence. 

7. There is marked approval of integrated sex education 
on the pert of principals and a feeling that what instruc- 
tion has been given has met with success. 

8. Emergency sex education (i.e. special lecture, pam- 
phlets, exhibits, etc.) has less apyroval than sex instruction 
given as a part of regular subjects in the curriculum. 

9, There is apparently as yet no marked realization 
on the part of principals that sex education should include 
both instruction and guidance in matters pertaining to the 


relationship between the two sexes. 
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10. An exchange of experience among the different schools 
would undoubtedly allow many well-qualified teachers who are 
holding back now for lack of knowledge of method to go ahead 
with sex instruction and guidance." (1) 

Audifficulty in the way of sex instruction in the schools 
is that such instruction is usually considered inadvisable 
for mixed classes, and in the high school classes boys and 
girls are meeting together. A division for the purpose of 
sex instruction gives that particular section of: the instruc- 
tion over-emphasis. However, some educators now hold that 
such biology as should be taught in high school can best be 
given in mixed classes, and that such personal hygiene as 
is needed may be given in the physical education classes 
in which boys and girls meet separately. The difficulty 
was overcome in one high school in which the science classes 
were divided for the second semester, the boys meeting for 
features of science especially useful or interesting to then, 
and the girls for household chemistry, for excmple. As the 

semester passed, the general science course arrived at the 
biology sections, and the division was already naturally 
made , for separate sex instruction. In this particular in- 
stance the instructor of the girls reported an attitude of 
earnest interest and respect on their part. 

An attitude toward the school's responsibility which 
would oppose sex instruction as a moral-training undertaking 
was expressed by Dr. Henry Suzzallo, ex-president of the 
University of Washington, speaking to the Oregon State 


(1) Edson, Newell W.; The Status of Sex Ed. in High Schools, 
V7.D.B. No. 69, U.S. Pub. Health Service, 1921. pp. 8-9 
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Teacher's Association, Portland, Oregon, December, 1926. 
"The school is an irmtitution preeminently devised to deal 
with intellectual things. The average critic of our schools 
expects them to do things they were never designed to do. 
He expects them to develop triple-A high moral characters, 
which is primarily the function of the home and the church." 
This increases the burden of the home and the church, both 
of which heve failed so far; but even this outlook does not 
relieve the school of the responsibility of teaching facts 
of sex hygiene and control, which, it is hoped, would go a 
long way toward raising ideals in conduct. 

Among reasons for lack of success in sex instruction 
in the schools, the Bulletin elready quoted (see footnote p.57) 
gives the following: 

From within the school: Teachers not trainec, teachers 
of wrong personality or attitude, segregation of sexes diffi- 
cult, material lacking, instruction not properly organized, 
instruction too irregular, given no fair trial. 

From outside the school: Parent opposition, disapproval, 
or indifference, public opposition or indifference. 

None of these, it will be noted, justify a giving up 
of the efforts to provide sex instruction. They are all ob- 
jections which may eventually be overcome by increased edu- 
cation and improved methods. 

One authority points out that sex instruction is 
fundamentally different from all other instruction. In 
teaching any other subject, the purpose is to concentrate 
interest on the subject. In sex instruction the aim of 


the educator is to decrease interest in the subject. This 
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is another reason why sex instruction can not be placed in 


the schools beside other subjects, must not be presented as 


‘such, but must be integrated in biology or other appropriate 
‘cours S. The facts are not of so much consequence aa the 
attitude of mind, and this letter can best be trained in 

the home, and should be supported by the controls of morals 
and religion. 

As in the case of other organizations, ai is impossible 
to estimate the helpful contacts that may be made informally 
in the friendships that sometimes exist between teacher and 
student. Weither can be estimated the good results in sex 
life that may accompany general improvement in health and can- 


duct due to the instruction and activities of the school, 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

In most communities large enough to support a public 
library the librarian can not know the children's personal 
needs intimately enough to give individual attention to 
distribution of reading materiels as needed. 

But unconsciously and indirectly the librarian is con- 
tributing to the child's sex education through the books cir- 
culated. There may be absolutely no sex instruction, as such, 
in any book read by a child during a year; but from the books 
that he does read he mey be gathering ideas, building up 
ideals, that direct his sex thinking and influence his sex 


conduct. 
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THE GQURCH AND MOVING PICTURES 


The moving picture industry presents a bold frent. 

Faced with the questicn “What can the church do about them?" 
a naturel answer is "Nothing." They seem to have established 
themselves permanently in modern habits. An organization so 
efficient, so extensive, with such display of extravagance, 
suggests power. But, after all, the whole picture industry 
is dependent upon public taste. If public tasté changes, 

so will the movies. But public taste is largely controlled 
by the movies--so much so that other agencies feel helpless 
| the face of it. But the public may begin to get "enough", 
even of moving pictures--in fact, there are some indications 
of dissatisfaction with the common movie program. 

Always ewe must be opening wedges. When the church, 
Or any agency co-operating with it, takes steps to train pub- 
lic taste, it is encouraging better pictures--better not only 
morally but also artistically. 

A minister (1) who has given much thought to the moving 
picture problem is hopeful that the picture companies are 
increasingly aware of changing public demands. ihe fact 
that en extensive Western company recently releasec its 
assistant managers is indicative of an ebb in the popularity 
of moving pictures as intriguing entertainment. Interest 
waxes and wanes, and perhaps moving pictures of the long- 
popular quality have had their day. if so, now is the appro- 
priate time for the church and cooperating organizations to 


use their influence. TO maintain popularity the pictures 


The Reverend ii... Laurence L. Cross, Berkeley, Calif. 


“STtTHT? OYE 


fee ew & we me a 


re : ; : : a : _ 
ne ginoTt fod 2 usnesssig vrsenons atUTS LY arin 


2 newann tae 


rf 9 OfT9 4 


* 
— 
2 


if 


; ir 2 
ma1e30rg sad quitelucog oletaial’ ox ,opnesi int ties 


am 


inehieieieddiondae aa 


5 a pom ioe yy = ba * : 2 wma x wil TW, “5 . ri DiptsyvsF g. 
| Se » lll b 


41 


will have to get either worse or better. An encouraging 


word comes from the Ladies Home Journal: "The movie got a 


‘ 


strangle hold on us because it had the advantage of speaking 
the only universal language, the language of the eye. But 
phe public is rapidly getting a strangle hold on the movie. 
The industry knows it and is recreating itself." (1) 
Gensorship as sometimes practiced has its difficulties. 


The Christian Century editorial previously quoted says: 


CK, 
a 


"Censorship may or may not solve the problem. It is a dan- 
gerous weapon which creates almost as many problais as it 


solves. A family censorship in behalf of the children may 


‘be the most fruitful preventative against this mind poison 
Gust at present." (2). 
The suggestion of family censorship opens one possibility 
for the church; that is, education of parents to cultivate 
the tastes of their children in regard to moving pictures. 
In some families children do not go to movies at all. This 
is the safest assurance of freedom from corruption of tastes 
and interests. But this is possible only where the resources 
of the family are sufficient to offer interests and enthusiasms 
that excel the movie attraction. The urge to do as thgother 
children is stronger than the urge to follow the family plans. 
What the church can do is best illustrated by what one 
church has done. In Berkeley, California, Mr. Laurence L.. 
Cross influences the moving picture program in a way that is 
practical for the theater as well as successful in the con- 


trol of what is put before the children. 


T) Lacies Home Journal, editorial, Winter, Alice Ames; 

| Taking the Movies into the Sommunity. 

(2) Christian Century, Aug.5,1926,ed.What Do the Movies Do to 
Our Children? 
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On Friday Mr. Cross gets from the neighborhood theater 


the film which is to be shown in the children's matinee on 


Saturday afternoon. With a machine in his own office he 

runs the film. Then he cuts out bad titles, profanity, 
shooting, highly emotional scenes, close-ups of love-making, 
and any other parts unnecessary for children to see. Omission 
ef such parts do not interrupt the continuity of the play. 
Usually they are inserted to amuse, excite, or emotionalize 

the audience. Pictures are made in episodes, and sometimes 


a whole episode can be deleted without interrupting the con- 


tinuity of the play. If necessary a new explanatory title 


may be inserted. The organist is asked to omit jazz selec- 


tions. Ushers in the aisles keep an eye open for undesirable 
conduct, but little supervision is needed. 

After the film has been used, the critic again cuts and 
pastes so that it is in its original form. 

Thus the community has one show a week to which parents, 
who must send their children, can send them with some assurance 
that the children will not see quantities of undesirable ac- 
tion. The advantages to the theater are these: The pic- 
ture has had intelligent criticism by the minister, conse- 
quently parents are more willing to send their children to 
the theater than if the usual picture for the general pub- 
lic were shown. While theaters can not advertise in the 
schools, the church can advertise there; thus. the church 
sponsorship opens a new avenue for advertising. Parent- 
Teachers' associations and women's clubs are more ready to 


admit a church-sponsored picture to the community than the 


usual commercial production. 
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Since there seems to be a waning enthusiasm on the part 
@eetae public for pictures, the theaters are sensitive to such 
advantages as those just mentioned. This, then, is the 
strategic moment at which the church should manifest its 
interest in this form of public amusement, and give its assis- 
tance in determining what is a decent picture, and what pic- 
tures are, tho not didactic, at least reasonably harmless 
entertainment. 

In the Educational Screen (referred to below) a section 
entitled The Pictures deals witn the place of pictures within 
the church, and reviews church films. But the picture in 
the church is not the type with which we are primarily con- 


cerned here. any churches are not equipped for showing 


pictures satisfactorily, some do not want pictures, and in 
ay cease the number of children and young people reached by 
-ehurch-shown pictures is small compared to the number seeing 
the commercial Sesiness However, an experiment tried in 
-a group oi New York churches, by the Federal Churches of 
Christ, showed the average attendance to increase over a 
third with the showing of selected film sections illustra- 
ting Bible history. Following the experiment, Mr. William 
—. Harmon gave $50,000.00 to be used in working out wholly 
religious pictures, and the Religious Motion Picture Founda- 
tion was organized, purposing to supply churches with moving 
pictures "that should be genuinely moral and religious without 
having denominational bias." (1) The Federal Churches of 
Christ “have set themselves to work out: Bible, religious 
biography, world friendship, church history, religious 


(1) Ladies Home Journal, ed. Winter, Alice Ames: laking 


the Movies into the Community. 
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teachin, miscellaneous inspirational mecsages. So churches 
are making an appreciable attempt to tie the movie to its 
higher responsibilities." (1) These do not contribute di- 
rectly to sex education, but all that is good crowds out sane- 
thing that is bad. If not a contribution, to, atcleast they 
are a protection against, undesirable sex education. 

A source of helpful suggestion for church workers, reli- 
gious educators, and parents is the magazine, The Educational 
Screen (2). 4 A section of the magazine, entitled The Film 
Estimates, contains brief reviews of plays (the February,1927, 
issue, for example, lists 58.) Following the name of the play 
and the review are three columns in which are decisions re- 
Barding the advisibility of the play for three groups of | 


Spectators, for example: 


For intelli- For youth For children 
gent adults 15=20 yrs. under 15. yrs. 
Name of play 
Review or comment Perhaps Doubtful No 
Name, Hardly YES Very thrilling 
etc. 
Rubbish No No 
Passable Passable Harmless 
Above average Good Doubtful. 


In the column for children under 15 there are, out of 
forty-nine comments (not all are commented upon), twenty- 
seven "nots", one "By no means", end one "Good." Other 
Comments, for example, are "Very thrilling," "Harmless", 


(1) Ladies Home Journal, editorial, Winter, Alice Ames; 


Taking the Movies into the Community. 


(2) — shed monthly by The Educational Screen, Inc., 
So. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 
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"passable", "Perhaps". In the column of comments for 
young people (age 15-20) there are three “Goods", two "Ex- 
cellieh's, one "Yes"; most of the comments indicate doubt, 
and some are positively unfavorable. These facts indicate 
that the general run of films, as judged by "a national com- 
mittee on current theatrical films” is not desirable enter- 
tainment for children and young people. 

The Ladies Home Journal editorial, mentioned above, 
quotes Rev. George Reid Andrews: "There are three lines of 
action open to the church, it seems to me: First, do nothing-- 
the hands-off policy. This is unthinkable; a subject of such 
vital concern to so many people cannot be foreign to the church. - 
Second, line up on some legal censorship bill and work for 
effective legislation. Personally I believe that the les 
legislating we do in regard to art, education and religion 
the better for civilization when viewed in true perspective. 
Such a course is not constructive and brings its own Nemesis. 
Finally, we can throw the weight of our influence on the 
Side of those .ersons and groups, especially inside the 
theater, who are working for better things. This course 
recommends itself to us for fair trial and I believe it will 
prove effective in application. The best reformation is 


always from the inside out and not from the outside in." (1) 


THE CHURCH AND POPULAR LITERATURE 
The church's opportunity in regard to popular publica- 
@ions is mainly to control quietly. Censorship too often 
merely popularizes the censored publication(1). 


fer see note 1, p. 44 
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Mr. Villard cites an instance of authorities indicting 
three newsdealers for distributing vulgar magazines. - ‘The 
dealers were convicted, with the sentences suspended after 
they promised to discontinue distribution and sale, 

It is to be hoped that there are newsdealers, thotlessly 
selling undesirable magazines for profit, who, if avpealed 
to with pleas for decency and community co-operation, would 
clean their newsstands. Mr. Villard is reassuring in his 
statement: "Much can be done by quiet influencing of: news- 
dealers, through local committees, in the Girection of bet- 
Ber wares." (2) 

By getting at such sources cen the church best accomplish 
ats end. To educate public taste in magazine reading is 
nearly impossible, for the church in its educational under- 
takings reaches few whose taste turns to the objectionable 
publications. However, in every church, there are children 
who will be attracted, sooner or later, to the cheap litera- 


4 


ture if their taste is not trained to something better. There- 
fore, parents must be aware of the need to begin early in 
guiding the tastes of their boys and girls in reading. 

Mr. Villard suggests that the "snappy story" and "true 
story" groups are "passing phases of a pat-war period." But 
av the writing of this paper, a year later, newsstends do 
nottestify that his hope is being rapidly realized~-if one 
may estimate popularity by d splay. Neither is his hope sup- 
ported by the fact that a certain magazine which he reports 
as claiming a cireulation of 2,000,000 now boasts 2,400,000, 
However, there is still hope of natural developments toward 
improvement. 


Mi) See note 3, p. 46° °° &#«£= 
om 


9a ‘antiga 
istic vatanaavs Leonstiae 1 
no) “shee: baa oaths Peng 
epelsclt. (36 thehawse co ax 
* ssieouye a yom . pti tote ot 
Sivgw 4% Etaxsqo=e ot beutoe by 
aaa ot wotiuesaa: ae otekisy a 
-ayei Ia stonset te! sakinp oo] 24e8 ; 
$458 to noktascti ads at ” avert bamgo £56 oe O% 


e a So i a 1-49 


, 


Mat leobads fasd rats oot a9 semioe img 
Sr Seiden snisdyan nd staat séitivieg" bute . 
2eus6 I[siettuovsia aft at soto ene "0% bea : 
Gidanoligs)do s4¢ a3 avis otaed ‘paodir wet 3 
‘ herb lke Sthe St oHF yd Fs & 2) yieva nk ‘Gterewo®! i 
betes it Waele SAF og quate L to asmooa 4 hatne ss 
pest Ves dSs sutdtouon of ben kod ton sk otend . 
; NE-¥lsae nipad oy 330 Skt "Y otra od vod 
+: a sys Cad atadt i= asta a 
airas® bus "\tads Younne" ait pee base! > sth 7 
Ok The Sens De 6 So ers an keane 3 
op, Sha taxon <5e5r 7287 me. sy “abi 20 | 
es yloigqns guied ae oqais wkd oe 


mers eyo gid Wk vomnbow ie pigs & ae | wtinad ‘ 


. 


we 


4 


7 * = 
AC As t0752 Sr ioide 58 ius gat nistteos tnd 4 
o000.,00+.5 oFae0d .won 090. me ae to nob gato Oks 
7” EB Jigs es 34 HOLES “3b i <uT 20 7a age? ’ oan 


: tl 
~ ‘ 


~~ we 


As with taste in magazine reading, so with comic strips 
The chief hope is in educating parents to direct the taste of 
their children by providing good reading from the beginning, 
and by creating a distaste for undesirable materiels. 

Newspapers, with their lurid lines on crime, are a diffi- 
cult enemy, for the power of the press is behind them. But 
if there is any power greater than the press, it. ls the purire. 
particularly the public with money. Unfortunately for the 
church, in mm y of its reforms, the local organization has 
little money to use. Where there is the rare combination 
of religious devotion to ideals and money or political in- 
fluence--there we may hope for newspaper reform to function. 
If it seems that the church is soiling her hands in political 
or financial competition, let it be remembered that some Go- 
liaths are best sain in their own game, even tho the weapons 
used are more humble than their own. 

Meanwhile, there is hope, vague tho it is, thet patient 
attempts to train preferences will eventually produce results 
in newspaper reforms. The church does not have to depend 
entirely upon itself, for there are people entirely outside 
church circles who stand strongly against the morbid emphasis, 
the inaccuracies, and misrepresentations of the newspapers 
that cater to public taste which the newspapers themselves 


have helped to depreve. 
THE CHURCH AND MUSIC 
It is impossible to say to the child "This song is bad; 
you must not think of it," or "This music is not good; you 


i 


must not hear it." Music, and the words with it, are 
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the air. One picks them up--even without a aie: They 
are played at dances and hummed and whistled on the street. 
Everyone must hear them. One may become so used to them as 
to be impervious to their effect. But a more desirable way 
to become impervious is to be sufficiently with, and fond 
of, good music to make the bad seem what it really is--flat 
and empty and worthless. The love for melody: and rhythm 
can be satisfied better by good music than by bad. 

The church can offer good music in its services, Can su- 
pervise the choice of music for young peoples! dances, Can 
prepare Besical programs. But even doing all those things 
it can not compete with the victrola, radio, public @ance hall, 
and street. Competition must be carried on at home. Al- 
though the child is not at home as much as might be degirea, 
at least he is there more than he is in church. The taste 
for good music must be given there; the desire for good music 
must be satisfied there. This does not necessarily mean 
music lessons, desirable as they are. It is possible to en- 
joy, even if not to express, and children can learn to lige 
good music, even if they can not learn to make it. Music 
lessons are beyond the financial means, often. But many 
homes have victrolas or radios, even if finances do not justi- 
fy such possessions. These can be made a method of creating 
right preferences and enjoyments in music. The ultimate 
problem, of course, is how to get the parents trained to 
guide the choices of the e¢hitorens Again we come to the con- 
clusion--do what can be done with the present generation of 


parents, aid with the present generation of children; hoping 
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that each generation of parents will consist of an increasing 


number o: those who are intelligent and reverent. 


THE CHURCH AND CAMP FIRE 

‘One progra: thru which the church can indirectly do work 
in sex education is that of the Camp Fire Girls. The prac- 
ticality of that program is that it may be adapted to the meeds 
of the church, or, if not adapted as a whole, it may be used 
in part. Its possibilities for the kind of activity and 
training that leads to wholesome sex life are discussed in 
the section, The Camp Fire Girls (see p. 19). 

"It should alweys be kept in mind that Camp Fire is a 
program for girls' work and play and not an organization; 
that it maintains a minimum of organization with a personnel 
only sufficient to present this progrem. It has no desire 
to add to the organized activities of our present social sys- 
tem. It serves its full and legitimate purpose if it en- 
riches those organizations now in existence." (1) 

There is no better recommendation of Camp Fire as a help- 
ful church activity thansa letter from br. Norman EB. Hichard- 
son, parts of which are: 

“Gamp Fire...efits into the organization of the Church 
School without violating any of the fund:mental principles 
of Church School organization. It is not necessary to or- 
ganize the girls solely for Camp Fire purposes, thus in- 
creasing the number of organizations and dissipating the 
loyalties of the girls. The present class units of or- 
ganizationg in the Intermediate and Senior Lepartments 


(1) Book of Camp Fire Girls, ps 149. 
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can be carried over into the field of recreation, that is, 
Camp Fire can be made a supplement to, rather a substitute 
for, the regular form of organization. 

"> ...eThe needs, interests, and capacities of the girls 
themselves have been the guiding principles in selecting 
the various items in the Camp Fire program. 

*,..eeMore harm is done to young life during leisure 
time than this world dreams of, end a eee hours present 
more opportunities for building character than the church 
has yet realized. The church now faces the responsibility, 
not imply of providing formal instruction in morals and 
religion, but also the responsibility of conserving that in- 
struction by providing suitable opportunities for expression. 
The Gamp Fire program pre-empts the leisure time Of -2irie, 
thus saving them from harmful types of activities, but in 
addition to this, it does the postive work of directing them 
toward those things which are recreational in the highest 
and best sense. Thus it supplements not only the church 
school organization, but also its program of instruction. 

To knowledge it adds skill. 

u. ..,ehowever...The Camp Fire program is not a substitute 
for trained leacers. It presents en increaseca demand that 
the Church School provide those types of leaders who can 
lead girls through Camp Fire into their highest and richest 
self-development. The Camp Fire Guerdian should be loyal 
to her own Church, spontaneously enthusiestic for the claims 
of her own religion....With the ideal guardian...the girls 


are sure to come into a richer spiritual inheritance, for 
Character cen be formed through recreation. 
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"Furthermore, the Camp Fire program develops the girls 
within their naturel environment. It does not take them 
away from the home, nor coes it try to make them boyish. 

It strengthens the bonds that unite the girls to their own 
family circies. It looks with high favor upon domestic 
skill and loyalty. The three institutions that influence 
most deeply the life of a girl are the home, the church, and 
the school. Uanp Fire seeke to organize the activities 

that naturaily lie outside of these institutions ae use then 
to create higher efficiency within these three groups of 
relationships. 

"Tt cen also be said that the national organization is 
being guided by leaders who are loyal to the conception of 
Camp Fire as a movement to supplement the work of the church. 
I believe they can be trusted to conserve the sacred interests 
for which the Church School stands....(Signed) Norman fF. 
Richardson, Prof. Religious Education. (i) 

Mr. I. W. Stuart, Superintendent, The Detroit Congrega- 
tional Union, Detroit, Michigan, says: "As a Pastor, I con- 
sider a group of Camp Fire Girls happily meeting in a church 
with a noble Christian woman, who loves girls, carefully 
studies their needs, serving with and for them the most for- 
tunate and the best safe-guarded girls in America. (2) 

The Reverend William J. Spiegal, Church of the Holy 
Family, (Romen Catholic), Latrobe, Peansylvania, writes of 
Canp Fire: "It gives her (the girl) valuable assistance in 
her effort to carry out the great charity program of Christian- 
oe ee 
(l)br.N.E, Richardson,member of the Board of Sunday schools 


of the Methodist Epi sce 1 Church, and head of = 
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From Mr. Henry Darlington, Rector, thurch of the Heavenly 
Rest, New York vity, comes the commendation of Camp Fire as 
church activity: 

"Weekly club activities are very essential for the boys 
and girls of the church in supplementing the sunday work of 
the church school, ana. the Camp Fire organization provides 
a wholesome program for our girls' clubs. It is particularly 
adapted for this because of the emphasis which it lays on 
the spiritual aspect of the work, which girls of today so 
much need, yet coing this in a natural way which appeals 
to them. Especially through the ages when the girls are not 
old enough to have gained any large measure of control, Camp 
Fire can furnish a strong restraining and guiding influence 
which is most helpful in building character."(1) 

From the Book of the Camp Fire Girls; 

"Nowhere in the honor list of the Vamp fire Girls is 
there any attempt to duplicate the teachings either of the 
Ghurch or of. the school, but the attempt is always made to 
carry those teachings into practice.......awards are not made 
for knowing how or learning how to do any definite thing. 
Awards are made for the actual doing of that thing..... 

"It has become the regular practice in several of the 
large national aenominations to incorporate their sunday 
School clesses for girls of “intermediate age" into Camp Fires 
rs that these Camp Fires affiliated with the sunday School 
and Church serve the double purpose of keejing alive the 


interest of the adolescent girls in their Church organization 


(1) Pams. on Camp rire — 
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and in carrying out in their “between Sundays Heeizities® 

the teachings of their Church and sunday School. ..e. 
"The Camp Fire Girls are affiliated with the strongest 

educational organization in the United States, namely, the 


National Education Association, and meets with the vepartment 


of superintendence at each oi its annual meetings. it has 


been adopted oificiaily by at least one of the great Church 
organizations ot the country and is being used extensively 


by every other organization...." (1) 


‘THE CHURCH AND BOY SCOUTS 

Boy Scouts is mother organization which, like Camp Fire 
Girls, may be correlated to the work of the church school. 
Troops may be organized within the church, as one of the 
church activities, or features of the Boy Scout program may 
be adopted as part of the church school program. Whether 
the activities are carried on in the name of church school 
club, or Boy Scouts, the church must apply the same means to 
inspire See tondne sex life--ygamely, occupation of leisure 
time and out-of-door activity. ‘The Scout organization 
has the advantage of ceremony, uniform, and national organi- 
zgation--features which may appeal to boys where a mere local 
church organization would not appeal. 

However, it is true that Scout troops are short-lived, 
and that the length of time which a boy remains a Scout 
is between two and three years. The church, then, must sup- 
plement the work of the Scout troops by providing some sort 
of program which will appeal to the boys after they have left 


the troop. What the church can offer that will appeal is one 
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of the great unsolved problems of the church school, and 
solution can not even be attempted here. In connection 
with this paper, however, this must be said; whatever the 
church offers, the church workers who produce a program must 
have uppermost in mind the sex phase of the boy's life, 

in all of its physiological and psychological and spiritual 


aspects, and must plan work to suit the need. 


THE CHURCH AND YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN AS: OCIATION 

One of the most far-reaching and effective organizations 
with which the church can co-operate is the Young Women's 
Christian Association. The organization is, in the first 
place, essentially devoted-to Christian ideals, and has found 
a place in actual active service in a way that the church 
has not. Judged in the light of some interpretations of the 
Gospel, the Y. W. C. A. is moreChristian then are many churches. 
The church, then, neec have no fear of lowering its standards 
if it labors hand in hand with this organization. Probably 
in the field of sex education the church can receive more 
than it gives in such a cooperation. They; - Wa Gy Avees= 
ists for the purpose of helping girls and women, and how 
great a per cent of girls' and women's problems are really 
sex problems is hard to determine definiteiy, but one hundred 
per cent might not be an exaggerated estimate. It is ex- 
pected, therefore, that in the Y, W. C. A. may be found women 
who understand girls, not just as they appear, but as they 
really are, from the fundamentels of their nature to the out- . 


ward expression of those fundamentals. 
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Possibilities are that the church may turn to the 
Y. u CGC. A. for leaders of girls, and for help in conducting 
parents! classes. The material provided by the Commission 
on Fan ily Life for group study might well be used by a group 


of women within the church, The best of sex life can never 


be attained until it is consecrated to and associates with 


spiritual values. Neither can the best end of a study of 


sex problems be approached until the study is undertaken 


reverently and becomes a part of religious expression, seeking 


the straightesy road to right living. Men and women in the 


church who are in sympathy with the ideals and efforts of the 


Y. W. GC. A. might be very helpful, in some communities, by 


sharing their homes at times with groups of girls who do 
not, of course, find all the happinesses of home life in the 
Association rooms, which must, perforce, be somewhat formal. 
It is impossible to make more specific and detailed 
suggestions here. The essentiad idea is that the church- 
members, officers, workers, church school leaders, look upon 
the Y. W. C. A. as a part of the church organization working 
towerd Christian living, and consequently cooperate with it 


in every way that is expedient. 


THE CHURCH AND THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 

The relation of the church to the Young Men's Christian 
Association might well parallel the relation to the Young 
Women's Association. The Association may help the church 
by providing leaders for boys’ groups, and men's discussion 


groups. Where churches do not have gymnasium and swimming 
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pool and reading room, the Association facilities frequently 
are open to the boys and men of the churches. The church 
school teachers may avail themselves of such helpful oppor- 
tunities. 

A specific point for cooperation is in the Y.M.C.A. 
organization of boys' clubs, which may also be sunday School 
classes. Under such an arrangement the boys can have mid- 
week activities in the same group as the Sunday School class, 
thus reducing the number of organizations to which the boy 
belongs, and decreasing the conflict of interests now so 
likely to lessen efficiency and enjoyment in any one group. 

it is consistent for the men's club or adult classes 
in any Church to be interested in the work of the Association, 
for both, if motivated by Christian idealism, are striving 
toward the same ends. Where the Christian men of the church 
participate in Association activities, particularly in inform- 
al gatherings and sports, there are opportunities opened for 
the kind of friendly contact that may mean as much, or more, 
than any formal direct effort toward sex education. To 
boys without fathers, or with disinterested fathers, or who 
are away from home, the friendship with ae older man can 
help to make life what it ought to be, if the man is wise. 

A serious comGideration of the needs of boys for guidance 
and companionship convinces a Christian man of such a per- 
sonal responsibility that he makes every available contact 


for offering honest friendship. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASsoctIaTton 
AND OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIZS 


The American Social Hygiene Association is the most 
thorough and efficient of the sex education agencies to which 
the chureh can turn for aid in law enforcement and the meking 


of new laws. It is an agency prepared to actually place 


in the hands of those interested the best available mater- 


jals on social hygiene and sex education. The organiza- 
tion is motivated by the devotion to human welfare which also 
motivates the church's participation in sex education under- 
takings, hence the two organizations, with common ideals, 
have a base for common work. If one may judge the willing- 
ness of the Association by the spirit indicated in its pub- 
lications, the church will never meet with refusal of help 

in any sex-education effort. 

A case illustrating what may be done between church and 
the state Social Hygiene Association is described in the 
Journal of Social Hygiene, p. 40, Jan., 1927. It is quoted 
here in full as being suggestive of whet may be done else- 
where by the church and the Association. 

mSt. Louis Church Leaders Take Social Hygiene Course. 
Dr. George B. Mangold, social Service Secretary of the Metro- 
politan Church Federation of St. Louis, and the Missouri §o- 
Cial Hygiene Association, through Dr. Harriet Stevens Cory, 
its educational director, are promoting social hygiene in 
churches anc sunday schools in St. Louis, through a train- 


ing class at the Community Training School, the institution 
used by most of the Protestant churches as a training center 


for their leaders. 
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Nas bhe result of interest aroused through a series of 
news items in church and sunday school publications, prepared 
by Dr. Mangold, several young women were stimulated to under- 
take brief courses. The lecture outline prepared by the Uni- 
ted States Public Health Service was used. The course was 
given three times in one church. Further extension, demanded 
by successful outcome of these courses, was impossible be- 


cause of lack of trained leaders. The present course, which 


is given by Dr. Cory to a class of thirty potential Sunday 
school teachers and church leaders, is an effort to meet this 
demand. Further interest is being aroused through the 
churches by use of the American Social Hygiene Association's 
report to the Commission on Christian Education of the Federal 
Couneil of churches. 

SDr. cory has the following to say about the course now 
being given; 

"t! The course in social hygiene now being given at the 
Community Training School is a i4-period course which is 
being attended by representatives from all the Protestant 


denominations, nearly ail of whom are Sunday School teachers 


or leaders of young peoples' groups in their respective 
| ehurches. Most of them are very much alive to the problems 
the encounter, arising in the course of the perfectly normal 
sex development of the boys and girls in their care. 

#* The bectures have been designed to give them a clear 
idea of aim of social hygiene, and to make them conversant 
with the whole program, with the emphasis strongly placed 


“upon the educational project and upon the normal sex life. 


3p sites « wyvoids Saekots; 


a ano kesor tity tooroa 


eeeSwa oJ betolmeiaa atot rSinOy. 
kat aij oa HOTS S tt sriisue sna eh ae +2 ht ; 


ie Saiwso ed% “boa 2a7 aoivuoa. Rise 
Bir area i Pgnbiaco2ns aon ,Horutle on “ot 
ied sidfescy i a2¥ Sai 1305 sostt to omooduo: £ 
i ~e=tioS sasssty sd? -2isheol bowist? ‘to 3 a 

abou Feisassoy Ufxtdt Io sasio 2 ot YroU . ad vd 2 
af Soom ot Txotls wh ul {steliqul dows baz atedoas 
ei? Ssuo'utd bsedois poaisd si iestetunk todd © 
4 rapitetoc. "sh onglavi Lalocd meotisgA. sft to oau we 
Mishsy 22 oO ‘aon SOE netteltad no fiolsaiomed ont” od 
2 | ; -soromudy Tom 
siz viugGs y¥a2 of aniwolio® edt ear vi0u 
aa 
: sais oS it ¥i5 Snisd won saetays <5£905 ni 922005 oar 
| SF Gsidw secuoo: Sokis7<b6 al Looted shinies? a 
Skatnatort on Pee. most Gavisasnsasuges xd De bua a 
poe tecast Ioors® ysboss ets wisiy To Lig yitson ,anokg 20 
. | evidoou= mk Siont-nt sqgacs ‘aslqosd SSLOY te ate 


eetoesG ais ot sril= Asawa ctey st gees to tao’ 


: ai 
ve 7 
. 400204 ta wo i= this G rests : a nt ai t at: = : 19! i 
; . a 
: : 


“sS8tse ikeads ni, oixis bee ayod oad ~ Sri 
ee. o ee ite (J S¥ig 0% esMgiseh asad avant comized 


be 22355 71") 4 he Fits ae “ia is ‘ ono leva Lstoot to. 


— 4 
> ' 4 
a _ > bid = Side E 9nd 
. POS ie ee | mvp 28s CI ia, AVOW Bites 
Bel 


59 


"!'The general physical and psychological characteristics 
of the child from infancy to adolescence, and the eonstant 
interaction between him anc his environment have been studiea 
in considersble detail; also the importance of giving defi- 
nite, true and adequate information in regard to the origin 
of “life. The class has been encouraged to discuss its 
problems in regard to this instruction and the manner in which 
it should be given has been demonstrated with SE: care and 
simplicity for the benefit of the members with the least 
adequate educational background. 

"The last fife periods are to be given over to dis- 
cussing the practical problems of the teacher--her oppor- 
tunities for directing the habits and character of her pupils, 
and for using the chance sex incident which may arise for help- 
Peeevesining." (1) | 

Ways in which the baaseratien can help the church are 
summarized in this paragraph: 

"While the American Social Hygiene Association gives the 
Peeeeor its effort to advancing the work of social hygiene it 
can do this only by co-operation with general and local agen- 
cies which deal with different phases of human welfare. in 
this particular work with the churches, the Association as- 
Pires merely to be a kind of scientific ally and helper. It 
welcomes any incuiries from religious leaders upon any phase 

of the subject. It is prepared to aid leaders who desire 
to incorporate such work in their program, ro prepares, 


Or advises in the preparation of, literature bearing upon 


(ijedeurnel of So. Hy. Jan., 1927, pp. 40-41 
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various aspects of the subject and for different age groups. 
It would be Puls to furnish occasional special addresses in 
this field before more important gatherings of religious edu- 
cational workers. It conducts from time to time institutes 
in the larger cities for the benefit of all types of social 
workers with young people." (1) 

A letter from the American Social Hygiene Ase ociation 
contains the following encouraging statement: 

) "This Association is cooperating with The Federal Council 
of Ghurches, with whom we are working out educational material 
suitable for Sunday schools. The first series of studies | 
for parents is now in the hands of the Methodist Board af 
Publications for publication." (2) 

The need for cooperation with churches is felt by the 
Association: 

"Social hygiene seeks to better the conditions under 

- which we live. It seeks to provide wholesome means of grati- 

fying the impulses for play and recreation, amusement and 
adventure, so that the young may not be tempted because of 
loneliness Perea omens to enter into paths which are de- 
structive of all their hopes. It seeks also to eliminate 
the grosser appeals which are made to this natural desire for 
enjoyment. It aims by legal measures to eliminate prostitu- 
tion and illegitimacy, to help solve the problem of broken 
homes and divorce, to care for delinquent young people, and 
put them again on the road to hope. It seeks by medical 
(i) am.So.Hy.Ass'n. Pub. No, 335, p. 13, Balloway,Thomas Walton: 


The Responsibilities of Rel. Leaders in Sex Fad. 
(2) Letter signed by M. J. Exner, Director, Div. of Ed. Measures. 


a 


TC oa eee ¥ eS pe oe are 


means to cure and to prevent the spread of venereal diseases, 
= 


Which are widely prevalent because of misuse of sex by adults. 
secial hygiene seeks by arousing the concern of the public 

in the support oi a better social system and through special 
expert agencies to protect the mentally subnormal, those in 
positions of economic inferiority, and all those who, be- 
cause of youth or of ignorance, are unable to meet the dangers 
of our so-called civilized society. This is done through 
emiidren's courts, through trained social workers of various 
kinds, and through public education. 

"The Responsibility in the Church for Helping to Solve 
These Problems. It is surely clear from the preceding 
statement that there is no human organization which ought to 
zeel so keen a sense of responsibility for this sort of thing 
as the church itself. It is of the very essence both of 
€vangelism ana of religious education to aid in all the 
(ee mentioned above. Wo church is doing its duty to its 
Pammunity or to itself which does not give all these interests 
@ place in its plans and programs. There is no possible way 
whereby the goad work-for which the church stands can escape 
ete contaminating influence of vice nor fail to profit by the 
Uplifting effects of the suppression of vice in society."(1) 

The United States Public Health Service is helrful simi- 
larly to the Social Hygiene As: ociation in that its publications 
may be used freely by religious educators as instruction for 
teachers, as materials for teachers to use in aiding parents and 
Children, and as material to be put into the hands of parents 


for use in teaching their children. 


1) Am. So. Hy. Ass'n. Pub. No. 520 


: Walton: The Part of the Church in?So. He! Galloway, Thamas 
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THE CHURCH AND THE SCHOOL 
There are two possible relationships between church and 
school, depending on whether or not sex education is a motive 
of the school in the community. Where the school avoids 
sex education, the church's responsibility is large. The 
church may be an agent moving the community and the school 
in the direction of a consciousness of the need for sex edu- 
cation. This of course does not mean that the church says, 
"Let us have a course of sex instruction in our schools." 
It means that the forces of the church exert pressure, wherever 
it seems advisable, for the integration of sex education with 
other courses. At present there is a strong tendency away 
| from the special sex instruction course, and a tendency to- 
ward the integration of sex education and training with other 
courses thruout the school experience of the child. This 
protects the child from unnatural sex-consciousness, and 
makes sex an integral part of life. It is such training 
that the church will probably urge. Courses with which sex 


instruction can be integrated are mentioned in a preceding 


section (See pp. 29,ff.) 

In order to approach this ideal, teachers must be trained 
properly to integrate the sex education with other subjects. 
This means that in normal schools and colleges there will be 
given courses bearing upon the problem. Legislation’ to this 
end can be sponsored by the church. 

Until the church succeeds in helping such integrated 
instruction into the schools, the church's own responsibility 


for integrated instruction is heavy. Into the nature-interest 
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courses, the health-and-hygiene courses iyconnection with 
right living, into the personal, social, and moral problem 
courses may go also sex education. It may best go as purely 
incidental, without the student ers conscious that he is 
getting sex instruction as such. 

If the schools of the community do foster sex education, 
the church's responsibility is to co-operate with the effort 
being made by the schools, and to encourage it along the lines 
indicated as desirable. . 

Church school teacher and public school teacher of any 
age oF grade group may enter into cooperation in determining 
the amount of sex education given in the home of each child, 
and then may proceed cooperatively to supplement that educa- 
oN. This may come thru observation of the child, who 
unconsciously reveals much to an observant teacher. It may 
also come thru direct consultation with the parents. Some- 
times mere knowledge of the type of home from which the child 
comes is an index of what his sex-education background pro- 
bably is. 

fhe church-school and public school teacher may further 
cooperate by discussing together the phases of sex educa- 
tion which each is giving, and which each may give. The 
use. of similar illustrations, parallel if not identical, from 
nature: or the use of similar illustrative stories, may connect 
the instruction of church and school in such a way as to make 
the work of both increasingly real to the child. One church 
school teacher has successfully used some public school mater - 
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session. The introduction of the familiar challenges atten- 
tion, and links the Sunday instruction with every-day living. 
The school is required to keep well away from religion 
ena God, as such, in its instruction. This means that sex 
education, while it may be moral and ethical in the public 
schools, can not be religious. And, as has been indicated, 
knowledge is never sufficient; there must be control moti- 
vated by ideals. And ideals can frequently best be stimu- 
lated by religious conviction. In other words, it is desirable 
to link sex conduct with responsibility to God. It is desir- 
able that the child learn to rely for strength upon a Source 
greater than his own. Here is where the vital work of the 
church comes in--supplementing the instructional ana ethical 
Buidance of the schools with development of religious convic- 
Gion, helping the child to feel God in his sex life as well 
as in other phases of life. Again, the church school teacher 
and public school teacher need to cooperate, so that the church 
teacher may begin where the school teacher has left off, and 
may give the child not something else, but something more, 


to help him in making life successful. 


THE CHURCH AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Through the public libray the worker in the church may, 
of course, obtein books not obtainable through the organiza- 
“tions distributing smaller printed matter. This caution is 
necessary, however: books are printed that are not particu- 
larly helpful, that are out of date, or that are prejudiced. 
Librarians can not be experts in all fields, and the recommen- 


dation of a librarian, unless her opinion is backed by authority 
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on specialists, does not always justify using a book ona . 
subject so vital as sex education. 

But it is seldom indeed that a librarian does not want 
to contribute to the best in a child's life, and seldom that 
she is not actively eager to work with anyone else of like 
desire. If a freindly relationship is established between 
religious educator and librarian, each may help the other in 
Gertemmining the children's needs, a supplying reading materi- 
aleetoat are best for the child and for the peers indirectly 
or directly bearing upon sex education. The first essential, 
for both the librarian and the teacher or leader, is that 
they shall have a consciousness of the need, and understanding 
of the sex psychology and biology of the child, and a know- 


ledge of sources and authorities. 
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PART III 


OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE CHURCE 
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THE CHURCH'S LIBRARY 
The church's relationship with the public library suggests 

the possibility of the church's own library of sex education 
materials. Not a great number of books is necessary. For 
F church of limited means, perhaps half a dozen different 
books, if chosen from anong the best, are adequate. In 
gegeee) the sex education materials in the church library 
should bein charge of the director of religious education 

or the superintendent, and absolutely should not ve circu- 
lated among children and young people. they may best be 
‘texts for teachers and parents. If there are books intended 


for children, written by reliable authorities, they may be 


(issued for children's reading, but only where it is under- 
‘stood that either parent or teacher will read the book with 
the child anda discuss it and answer questions; and that the 
book will not be passed beyond ihose to whom it is issued; 
and that children will not read it together. the books 
written for older young people may be put directly into their 
hands when the motives of the stuaent justify the faith that 
he will use the book as ii is intended to be used--as 


helpful source of information, to be read seriously and 


reverently. 


LHE CHURC.L ‘ sOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
It is understood that unwise use of leisure time is 
responsible for many of the sex irregulerities of boys and 
ots. solitude, unsupervised pley, and later in life, 


undirected parties, are opportunities for unfortunate experience. 
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With the modern cry for freedom of expression, there may 
@ this objection to ee eon that it decreases the fulness 
bf life or deprives young people of "the right to make their 
bwn mistekes." But some types of experience are known by 
veryone--except the prospective experient--to be disastrous, 
bo be regrettable, probably to the experient, ana inevitably 
Lo society, which has to take care of the consequences, and 
homm@ust protect itself. society, then, has some right to 
upervise the conduct of its members, and neither parents, 
6éachers, nor religious workers need feel that they are de- 
briving youtn of its eran by guiding you's activities 
nto types of freedom conducive to health and happiness 
a@ther than to disillusion and suffering. 
The urge of childhood and youth is not only for "some- 
hing to do"; but also for someone with whom to do it. Work 
pha play in groups is inevitable, and desirable. Says Mrs. 
Saperidce, "Under the spur of loneliness and to rid themselves 
f it, most people will be driven to behavior of which they 
would be incapable if they had other adequate outlets for 


their social instincts." (1) 
so to whatever extent the church provides friendship 


in work and play it is protecting agaimt undesireble conduct 
land companionship. 

Sometimes the difficulty with church social activities 
Iseems to be thet the young people have too many other oppor- 


Gumities for social life, rather than too few. No group 


within the church school, no church club, can give a success- 
ful party, because of other social engagements in comnection 


(1) Wembridge, Eleanor Rowland: Other People's Daughters 
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with school or club outside the church, Where ven diffi- 
culty prevails perhaps the church can best serve by refrain- 
ing from drawing others unto itself, and by, instead, going 
GOueeco lose itself among the others. For instance, the 


religious ecucator may have betier opportunities to guide, 


Weweneeest, to enrich the life of others if she does not 
insist on a Sunday school class party in the church, but 
instead becomes a friend of the girls and walks and sews 
with them, and goes to their parties. 

In other cases where there are too few rather than too 
meny provisions for recreation, or where young people do not 
know how to play together, there rests upon the church the 
Burden of training in social recreation. In some communi- 
ties young people have no healthy social life because they 
simply do not know how. Many can not even talk--in ordinary 
social conversation--and the alternatives are less desirable 
than conversation. A social worker asked, concerning "a 
certain dull couple": "What in the world do they talk about?* 
"Talk!" answered a mutual acquaintance; "They dont talk; they 
hug." (1) Further material from Mrs. Wembridge's book, 

Other People's Daughters, portrays clearly the need for 


training in social conversation and activity: 


"Words as a symbol of thot, are essential if human beings 
are to be able either to think clearly or to express themselves 
to each other. The absence of an adequate vocabulary in 
which to express one's emotional life often has the serious 
consequences of forcing the emotion to express itself pre- 


maturely in more crude and direct ways than words, and, par- 


Wembridge, Hleanor Rowland: Other People's Daughters 
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ticularly with young people, forces crises which might have 
been averted if action might have been deferred by adequate 
speech. Sports and play, with their accompanying words and 
actions, perform the valuable function of filling an other- 
wise vacant, wrdless, and hence dangerous leisure." 


e@eeereesee2 3 @ 
” 


"With a country club or the metinee--or without them, 
if there is some training in social ingenuity--‘there may be 
legitimate aids to young people's conversation. But when the 
eccupants of the part bench have exhausted their slender 
stock of words and ideas, but still have enttions to spare, 
they indulge in the only activity which occurs to them which 
they can afford." 

ets 

When invited to be a member of a committee to provide 
instruction for working girls of intelligence but with no 
social training in American ways, the writer of the book 
above quoted suggested: "Give girls who argpoor the equivalent 
of what rich girls get at dancing school, in dramatics, sports, 
and games. Teach them how to entertain their beaux--beaux 
who are without money, without poise, and without words, 
but who long, like the rest of us, for beauty and romance. 
Teach them fifty-seven varieties of entertainment--by twos, 
by threes, and by roomfuls. Teach them how it can be done 
with more words and less "hugging", for they need to know-- 
bullieve me!" (1) 

And the very teaching of “fifty-seven varieties of enter- 


tainment", while not being done under the name of sex education, 


ie Nemericec. Bleanor Rowkand: Other People's Daughters. 
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is one of the most vital ences of sex education, Enter- 
‘tainment, recreation, games and sports, singing and story 
telling, hiking and camping, shared by boys and girls, have, 
from their viewpoint, one reason--namely, an opportunity for 
them to be together. From the standpoint of the educator 


there are additional reasons: the opportunity to be together 


is accompanied by interests other than sex attraction, and 
by interests which bring out the better phases of life in 


both sexes. 


SEX INSTRUCTION IN THE CHURCH.SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
Yhus far we have dealt with sex education in its broader 
sense. Is there any place in the church school curriculum 
|for specific sex instruction, The answer is somewhat the 
same as that for the public schools--sex instruction as such 
is not advisable. Sex instruction may be integrated with 
other parts of the curriculum. In discussing the problem of 


sex education in the publie schools a writer says: “Sex 


ee 


knowledge....can often be conveyed to pupils in their classes 
without the slightest consciousness on their part that what 
they are receiving is sex information." Tf-inethe, aeureh 
schools instruction can be given with a lack of self-conscious- 
ness, it mey be attempted with some assurance of desirable 
results. 

In the kindergarten and primary grades, sex in plant and 
animel life may be integrated with nature study courses, 
peralleling, when possible, instruction in school and home. 

The interdependence of father ond mother and their mutual 


eare for children may be idealized in the simple stories of 
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family Life. During the junior courses more specific in- 


struction in personal physiology and hygiene might be given, 
the sex phases being kept incidental to, parallel with, or 

a Pareees, Other phases of health. If the teacher is afraid 
of the subject, or uninformed, probably avoidance on his or 
her part is preferable to blundering or self-conscious instruc- 
tion. But failure to teach does not relieve from responsi- 
bility, and if instruction is not given in home or sehool, the 
church school teacher might try to procure an assistant for 
parts of the course, making the assistant'sS participation as 
natural and matter-of-course as possible. 

The danger in our sex instruction is not that it will be 
given too soon, but that it will come to the child too late, 
",eee-because the child's intellectual curiosity and his 
ability of at least partial understanding develop more rapid- 
ly than his own biological sex nature, we have a precocious 
stage of emotional and intellectual sex development, interest, 
and opportunity, a period in which the child's mental states 
are ahead of the physical. On one hand this situation stin- 
ulates to premature sex experiment and perversion, and is 
responsible for the power and volume of the stream of crude 
sex-guesses and incitements which pass continuously and vul- 
garly from older to younger children. Of course, this is 
complicated further by the more conscious vulgarities of 
older and often subnormal and degemerate people who mislead 
and pervert children. So prevelent is this that the chances 
are very slight for boys and girls to come to maturity 


without these perversely sophisticated interpretations of 
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"The other side, much less consciously appreciated by 


‘Geeets this: This precocious interest, both intellectual and 
emotional, furnishes the very best possible opportunity to 
anticipate each actuel need coming to the child with the 
gradual onset of sex. Because of the mental forwardness, 
we are able to give emotional motives and intellectual ap- 
preciations in advance of the appetite,both in time and 
quality, and thus, continually and pedagogically, to estab- 
lish attitudes which will tena to preempt the ground and for- 
tify for the. need ahead of its coming. This is one of *the 
most hopeful elements in our problem. It furnishes the 
very machinery for substitution of the higher for the lower 
sex motives, and for refining the ideals and attitudes to- 
ward the whole matter of sex satisfactions. It is essentially 
an ideal opportunity for prophylactic and tonic treatment to 
give constructive immunity through mastery, rather than to 
rely upon curative treatment during or after the onset of 
the sex urge. It contributes the very essence of our op- 
portunity to bring our best social discoveries to the youth 
as incentives for individual mastery by giving such a satis- 
fying and convincing forwerd look as will remove from self- 
control its morbid tensions. It furnishes the one hope of 
a really democratic transfer of social experience and ideals 
about sex." (1) 

Dr. M. J. Exner, in his examination of 948 college men, 
found that the average age at which 657 of them gathered 
their first sex impressions was 9.6 years. The average 


Ti) Am. Go. Hy. Pub. 565, p. 12. Galloway, Thomas Walton: 
the Responsibility of Religious Leaders in Sex Tad, 
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age at which 727 men received sex instruction from vholesome 
-gources was 15.6 years. This puts upon workers in the junior 


department a heavy responsibility toward the children them- 


selves and even more toward the parents of junior-age children. 

During the intermediate grades physiological facts and 
also personal hygiene take on new significance with adoles- 
cent physical changes. What was said of the junior depart- 
ment is true for this department also. In addition, there 
is increased opportunity here for developing ine sense of 
responsibility to man and God as the child becomes aware of 
his or her increasing potentialities. 

In the senior department biology as a science has in- 
creasing general and personal significance. Meany young 
people, if they have been properly prepared, can, in the 
upper high school grades, begin to face the problems of social 
vices and diseases. , They can increasingly realize their 
responsibility as influential members of society. 

In the young people's classes men and women are ready 
for studies bearing upon marriage and also for training in 
sex instruction as it should be imparted to children looking 
forward to their own home responsibilities. This also pre- 
pares for the parents' classes in which other specific prob- 
leme in home relationships and child training are studied. 

The training classes for parents and teachers need not 
always be a persistent repetition of materials. The subject 
matter of sex instruction need be presented only as there 
comes a new group who need it. Unless the personnel of the 


teaching force changes considerably, a course for a few 
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months every other year might serve to keep facts and ideals 
joefore the teacher. However, the whole field of sex educea- 
jtion in its whole significance is so broad that any group can 
gebary itself indefinitely in a study of the factors involved. 
lin @ parents' class, for example, sex educaticn may well in- 
jclude a study of moving pictures as potent in sex education, 
jof popular literature, and a number of other contributive 
lfactors. ; 

If teachers' training classes and parents groups are 
not continually being offere:d sex education courses, it 
lis the business of the religious education department to see 
lthat new teachers study the problem individually, and that 


| 


lparents needing help for their children receive it person- 


As suggested in the section on church and school, all of 
| these integrations of sex instruction with other instruction 
jought, when possible, to be eee rawee with home and school 
Wiieenction. 

Both church school and public school have this decided 
| disadvantage: the time to teach sex facts to a child is 

ghen he asks about them. Spontaneous questions are more 


apt to be put to the mother or father than to the teachers. 


‘But since parents so often fail to answer the child's questions, 


lthe teacher must do it as best he can, at the same time help- 
| ing the present parents to a better understanding of chil- 

| dren's problems, and training present children--future 
|parents--so thet they can more fearlessly end honestly and 


reverently answer the questions of their children. 
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An advantage of the church school ovedpublic school is 
that in public school boys and girls usually meet together in 
classes, and are temporarily separated for sex instruction. 
This suggests an artificiality and creates self-consciousness. 

| Ta the church school boys and girls usually meet separately, 
and sex instruction requires no temporary arrangement. 
The question of sex instruction in mixed groups is discussed 
slightly further in the section on free teen the Schools, 
Yeo, if. 

An America Social Hygiene Association Pamphlet entitled 
The Part of the Church in Social Hygiene suggests a group of 
courses Suitable for Sunday.schools; 

(a) a training class of adults who are willing to pre- 


pare themselves to teach the elements of social hygiene to 


other adults or to young people of nigh school age....A 
course is now in preparation for this purpose, comprising 
three series of lessons: (1) Sex in Relation to Character; 
(2) Preparation of Adults for Sex Education of Youth: 

(3) Some Simple Projects in Sex-Character Education of 
Children and Youth. 

(bo) A class for parents of children up to 10 or le 
years of age. ....A course for such a class is now ready 
for publication. 

(c) A similer class for parents of older children. 

(d) A class for young men of marriageable age in which 
will be discussed frenkly and intimately such problems as 
will enable the young man to organize his sex ideals and 


practices soundly. Pree 
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b reach its greatest efficacy this would necessitate workers 
btermining the meeds in each home, placing the proper printed 
-teriais in the hands of the parents, and often studying 
ith the parents and helping to work out preventives and 


es Bf specific sex difficulties with chiidren. A case 


~~ 


» 


Rlustrative of the possibilities in such work is as follows: 


the attention of 2 social worker Came a serious Case OF 


7% -- Tm; . = 7 - Ia se + < - = = 
esturbation. The mother of the child was ignorant of causes 
a cures. She was eager to understand the difficuity 


= 3 S hs wnth _ Paes tacetne -- = 
ocial worker and the mother, sorxing togetner, strove to 


icke worth-ehile 2 life that was rapidiy becoming a liability 


ae to seta % ie. 4 


ee Bd ad spin soan naw ee 
sanenhadd at seysgne. « tteiset 202 
Spies jsihecey diode <o't 


ei 401 @iltsizaog wen.» deepgue aedd ok TRE 
+,M0finovhe xee ci usstpes go lagedee ¢ ae ' yioe 
seecrow Tiss Lanoooes eisow ‘pint yoaserts pa 
Sptritey teqots ot guiasla «smo ozs ot Ec, cad 
SGtyousa wetis bin ,sineteg oad is <a 
‘baa dovtinave xq duo (xow 03 gaigied bme etna 


e220 A ateibiias s itiw wot? LeokPtey xa obt = 
sawol lo? aS ot —— foge at so kth ftdiasog ony 20.9 ¥: 
2O 9850 totes "32 .A Siseo i5as09 ishooe # 30 ne 
geasen to sestoist zen WLkas. od vo senso out 
FOLWSETTIb acs snstatobad al 194S6 Sew, ca. ok 
Eyed oobi cud ts adh thomst o2 3ewOG toa ie 
BP svete ,wiisgoy gnidkoe | tadiom ant Peas 
riisotics gaimosd ylbigst ven teat eth eo a 
| so petaloos oF #suam a8 is 
Sis “2iil ptsc" of esis tavttogco. yom wom ones. ® 
Dee Sovasiiin lo te9% tO oonetorgt amt ‘Tto.< ea 
Mooisavd ,elucen sugees-ot abzotts ate at 
ae SOO. Zhod~ hse baka asd suristem readies 


= 


Po ie | Aas Dot of icontagnt isokgawa "0. & 9. ba) 


e > | 
pee | ‘cmtkasan is ya ,vesH ore: 9 pie _ 


it Ww beiisood ibis od 20% as ania 


Nancial circumstances. In such cases the extension teaching 
of the church school develops into home-missionary work, or 
social service, or whatever organization cares for the press- 
ing financial needs of the community. 

Parents are often ignorant, but not so often are they 
willfully neglectful of the welfare of their children. Edu- 
cation is half the struggle, and ee eres the other half-- 
these two in order that parents may take for granted sex 
education as a part of their responsibility toward their 
children, and may see it as contributive to the most holy 


phases of life's development. 


Another possibility for the church, recommended by 
a professor of education and a student of sex education, is 
that the church maintain a counsellor, whose purpose should 
be to serve the community by helping parents to solve the 
problems of sex education for their children. The counsellor 
would have to meet all of the requirements for a teacher of 
physiology, biology, and hygiene, and also have the personal 
Characteristics that would make her contacts with parents sat- 
isfactoryv. In some cases the counsellor might need to 
deal directly with children or voune people, 

The equipment of the counsellor would be books--perhaps 
not meny in number, but high in quality--which could be given 
to parents to read, and to be discussed with the counsellor. 
Of equal, if not of greater, importance, would be models 
such as are used in biologv classes. Thes¢ would clarify 


ideas as no amount of reading could do. 
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Of course, such a counsellor, so equipped, is not only 
hard to find, but hard to support, and would be possible 
in only a few churches. Some people rrevared to give such 
service might give it without pay, but perhavs the best 
results could be exvected from one who put in regular hours, 
and could be available for consultation at specified times, 

To guide the thought of parents necessitates training 
of both minister and religious educator for that purpose, 
and this consideration brings us to the question of prepar- 


ation of religious workers, in the field of sex education. 


THH TRAINING OF WORKERS 

The many possibilities for church activity in sex 
education emphasize the pressing need for workers who are 
prepared to meet the problems raised by any sex-education 
program. The following opportunities open to the pastor 
demand that he does have trainins: 

"A pastor, well-cquinved with requisite knowledge and 
with tact, should be able to do the following things in con- 
nection with social hvgiene education for his community: 
exalt ana explain from his pulpit the normal functions of 
the human family, and indicate the threats made against it 
by the conditions of modern life; give definite instruction 
and accurate propaganda about the kinds of constructive 
things a community can do to improve its home and msrital 
life; furnish leadership, both within the church and in 
the community, for movements to foster adult educaticn about 


the possible methods of improving the environment; help by 
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his intelligent guidance the families of his congregation 


to solve their own marital problems, and inspire the parents 
to prepare themselves to furnish the right sort of sex- 
character education to their own children; give stimulus 
and leadership in training instructors and in organizing 
sex-social instruction in his own church school; and es- 
tablish such relations with his individual young people 

that he may give them versonal aid in solving their sex 
problems as they arise. 

MHis ability to render the more personal types of aid 
mentioned uct e will depend in considerable degree unon the 
skill and bersuasiveness with which he uses his pulpit oppor- 
tunities to substitute real knowledge and clear thinking 
for the prejudices by which the adult mind is usually ruled 
in matters of sex. An increasing literature is arising 
which will enable the pastor to equip himself to do this 
kind of work effectively." (1) 

The urge for adequate training for religious leaders 
is stressed by the American Social Hygiene Association, 
which be it noted, is a secular organization--looking to 
the church for help. 

"Ordinarily, the pastor of the church is the key person 
in any efiort to include such materiel as we have been dis- 
Cussing in the local church program of education. In the 
long run, he mainly is responsible for the character of 
instruction in the church school and in the general plans 


(1) Am.S0.H) Ass'n. Pub. No. 550, Galloway, Thomas Walton: 
The Part of the Church in Social Hygiene 
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bf work. Heras very difficult for the busy pastor, in the 
midst of his duties, to master, alone, the fundemental 
materials bearing upon sex education upon which intelligent 
puidance of his teechers and workers must depend, 

"This means thet the theological seminaries and all 
other training schools for religious and social workers 
should include in their curricula such treatment of this 
subject as the up-to-date pastor should have. 

in 

"This may or may not meen putting/new courses. It is 
@uite pos.ible to include in practical pastoral courses, in 
psychology, in sociology, and in ethics the elements of what 
the pastor should have.'(1) 

"There are whole courses common to theological seminar- 
ies which for fundamental Christian and social ends could 
jbetter be omitted than the study and training which would 
fit the minister for sound leadership in the right education 
of the two great native impulses of greed for possess ions and 
sex, in the young people of his community. The wrong use of 
jthese two impulses presents the greatest barrier both to 
|democracy and to Christienity which we now know. In 
most cases the needed help could be given without my serious 
emecione and without extensive new courses. Most schools 
seeghe several courses which could be enlarged so as to meet 
/the conditions." (2) 

{iyam. So. Hy. Aer. Pub. No. 520, Galloway, Thomas Walton: 
fhe Part of the Church in Social Hygiene. 


f } 
(2)Am.So.Hy. Ass'n. Pub. No. 335,Galloway, Thomas Walton: 
The Responsibilities of Rel. Leaders in Sex Hd. 
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me from a later section of the same publication: 

"Uniess then the seminaries can make in their peace os 
nstruction a synthesis of science and religion for the 
enefit of the ministers, and furthermore give them an abid- 
ng confidence that such a synthesis is important in every 
hase of modern moral and religious advance, the busy in- 
ividual minister has little chance to acquire the necessary 
ttitude and knowledge in his active service; and unless he 
oes get it he is greatly hindered as a community leader in 
espect to the most imperious group of impulses which human 
eines have, and to the most influential factor both for 
ood ang ill in individual and sociel life." (1) 
Another plea: from secular grouns is revealed in this 
eport; 
"a recent conference of teachers, medical men, and other 
ocial workers, held in one of the campaigns against prosti- 
ution and: the venereal diseases, included the following in 
| general appeal to our most enlightened leaders: 

"twe urge theological seminaries preparing religious 
eaders to recognize the tremendous bearing which sex has 
m every aspect of physical, moral, social, spiritual, and 
-eligious life and to take the necessary practical steps 
-0 enable the future clergy to use this great endowment of 
she human race intelligently and constructively. ' 

PEI Se 
"The appeal indicates two things: First, that the 


uverage religious leader is not now equipped to solve effec- 


f1)aAm.So.Hy.Ass'n. Pub. No. 055, Galloway ,Thomas Walton: 


The Responsibilities of Rel. Leaders in Sex Bd. p. 20 


- bud. 


Sbids nt sits atts 3 Storie 
 etove ok Sriedsqunt at <i aeee 

rie: Veit act, Abhavba evo etter a 
LeeeetsoSa sit -etinpoe of abaetg SEESEE: 0d % 
Saat Gaal fms tootrssa a¥idoa kal: ab ‘dota 
Pont “mings (clousmos a as Detebatd vetoes oh 


SAE Glew “rotber. ROR ak 23 o¢- Brie 


jf) “sSTEt feiss hoa seme ies tat at 
aids nz bs itara.-e#z oe {x inese meek be Lamy 


WG- Dae "get ledtbnn -, o7esoess) epaetataye 
Revs tuctese angiozaso “ad? to ano wt Dist; 


ik meeEpE sO x ei babe 94; i ; rowneess Las tere wild 


-22ebssl ber VDE E Asta F200 Ry aS toqae # 


BeOiGtiet editagetg -aa} ttankaee feetyeforxds vent 
Diag so Psi eae biite: 


& ria” f =} t iveal | a0 he a afd 228 ia098T- + 

- pei ae Lag i =z SY ik Las ouw + fe 10% ot oLevsig 1S 
7 i= ‘a1 S y 

a = 


agate Luttiouty yies.sodn ori} *1e3 oF DAs sited 


ae tevetrocis Fax MS Gin? ote oF ¥gueis etude oad i 


2NASVidaerwenoc bis clin oyis lovang 


* 


~ 


at Jagt tentie tang Soak ais soux0 i ae 
7) xt >V0- o =e) 17 EriHse 7ON tog ak Sco mvota) 


tively the difficulties presented by sex; and the second, 


that science and the scientists alone cannot reach the seat 
of the trouble. The appeal is for a very fundamental 
thing:--that all the idealism of religion be added to the 
scientific discoveries of the important facts underlying 

sex, and that both be used by the semineries in fitting 
their students so that they shall not be unnecessarily handi- 
capped in dealing with the sex situations in the individual 


“soul end in society." (1) 
CONCLUSION 


"During the years 1925 and 1924 there were held in New 
York City; in Atlanta, Georgia; in Chicago, and in Portland, 
Oregon, four conferences of religious leaders to study and 
discuss problems of sex and reproduction, and to reach con- 
clusions with regard to the duty of the church in facing them, 
and to bring to light the special opportunities the church 
has for helping its adults and young people to meet these 
problems in the spirit of religion. The conferences were 
made uy of protestant religious leaders, occupying a sorts 
of positions: members of denominational boards, editors 
of religious journals, profestors in veel cerca enna ee 
active pastors, Sunday school teachers, and various specdal 
religious and social workers. It is safe to say that no 
such conferences were ever held before in the history of 
the world, and the onferees were practically unanimous in 
the answers given as to what the church should do, 


(2) An. So.Hy.ASS m.Pub. NO.555, Galloway,Thomas We iton: 
The Responsibilities of Rel. Leaders in Sex Ed., p.6 
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"These conferences agree with practical unanimity that 


sex and reproduction exert so much influence upon all the 
social, moral, and religious work which the church has to do, 
that it is fatal to the work of the church in this world to 
fail to appreciate and to act with its full force in trying 
to solve these problems which underlie individual character 


and family life." (1) 


One cuotation from the various reports of the conferences 


is given here as a summary of the need for church activity 
in sex education: (2) 

"The church must meet its part, and it has a large 
part, of the responsibility for proper leadership in this 
fundamental question of sex education. Religion and reli- 
gious teachers are peculiarly interested in alYphases and 
aspects of character building, and sex is profoundly influ- 
ential upon character both for its refinement and its de- 
gredation. Probably no other single group of human im- 
pulses or gualities, relations or adjustments, plays so 
large a part as sex plays in all the practical problems of 
life. Conduct, imagination, thought, havpiness, motives, 
aspirations, ideals, purposes, and all of character are in- 
fluenced at every turn by the facts of sex, and these quali- 
ties are the very raw materials out of which our religious 


life must grow."(3) 


DjAm.So.Hy.Ass'n.Pub. No.520,Galloway,Thomas Walton: 
The Part of the Church in Social Hygiene,pp.8-9. 
(2) see also p. 80 of this paper for another part of a report 

from the conference--par. beginning "Ordinarily...." 
(Seemete 1, p. 9. 
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In another Association publication is this forceful 
statement of the need for cooperation of all agencies-- 
including the church; 


He.esex education...is an all-community task.....This 


means that the brains and the spirit, the science and ideal- 
ism of each: community must give themselves to the task of 
preparing and coordinating every agency in the community ‘to 
the end that it will make its proper contribution sounaly, 
intelligently, elastically, pedagogically in such’ a way as 
to get these right emotional states and ideas and attitudes 
and behavior in anda from all normal young people. This 
involves the preparation of parents, and homes, kindergartens, 
grade schools, Sunday schools and churches, all workers 
in organizations for boys and girls, lodges, physicians, 
‘women's clubs,--indeed, of all groups concerned with children 
in any way,--to make their full contribution, whether of 
information or of attitude, in the most upbuilding fashion. 
It is essential that these instrumentalities shall be co- 
ordinated as to their ideas and objectives, and not work at 
eross-purposes for partial and even contradictory objects."(1) 
This is a large order, and no community can yet £ilb at. 
No church can, as yet, fulfill even its own mission. But 
the @ieet essential is for the churchs-that is, for all of 
the people who compose the church--to become conscious of 


the need for intelligence and idealism-in sex education. 


am. SO. Hy. Ass'n. Pub. No. 335, Galloway, Thomas Walton: 
Pieshesponsibilities of Rel. Leaders in Sex Ed., p. 14 
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fee it looks as tho the task of humm izing industry, of 
outlawing war, and of redeeming sex, not by repressive but 
by constructive measures, offers the church its opportunity 
once more to lead the way in bringing humm ity back to the 
Savior of men. Good will and right spirit will not accom- 
plish this unaided. The application of this spirit must 

in all cases be made as scientifically as the expert engineer 
makes his." (1) 

We need a growing consciousness of sex education as a 
necessary part of all education fitting the child for life. 
That consciousness needs to develop until we see sex intelli- 
gence to be as necessary to living as the ability to read 
and write. Any sense of unnaturalness ana artificiality 


must dissolve in a matter-of-fact scientific attitude, But 


knowledge is not enough. There must also be en idealiza- 


tion of the whole body of sex information, and an essociation 


Of it with God. Knowledge contributes to control, but does 
not guarantee it. There must be also reverence, a sense 
of the sacred, a respect for personality. These come through 
religion. vyhen the schools and other agencies encourage 
a respectful intelligence, the church can still add its en- 


couragement of reverence and God-consciousness. 


Journal of So. Vole 9,9 p.052 
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smith, Nellie M.: The Three Gifts of Life 


Dodd Mead and Co., New York, 1923 
The three gifts of life are: dependence, belonging to plants, 
animals, and human beings; instinct, belonging to m imals 
and human beings; and choice, belonging only to human beings. 
With this theme, the writer discusses the sex life of plants, 
animals, and humean-kind, empnasizing in a concluding chapter 
the importance of choice in race-progress and personal right- 
Living. Good material for a mother or teacher to read 
to tell to her girls and to discuss; but may be put directly 


into the girls! hands. 


Torelle, Ellen: Plant ana Animal Children: How They Grow 

Peet. neath and Co., Boston, 1912 
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to read it with interest. The book is helpfully illustrated. 
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immature mind. 
United States Public Health Service, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. Pam.: Keeping Fit 


Brief, but practical. Probably for boys it can best 


be used with accompanying explanations. 
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